 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1National Police Day 27 January: 

The National Police Day of the South African Police Service (SAPS) remembers the sacrifices that our men and women in blue have made and continue to make as they provide safety for all who live in South Africa. The SAPS continues to applaud those members who give dignity to the blue uniform and especially honour the bravery of those members whose commitment was met with loss of life. 

Ever since Cabinet approved National Police Day on 27 January in 2005, the SAPS, together with diverse communities and other stakeholders, has celebrated this day. 

The focus for this year celebrations is specifically on promoting partnerships with the community in fighting crime. On Tuesday, 27 January 2009 police stations will have engaged various stakeholders in their communities so as to establish partnerships in the reduction and prevention of crime - signing a memoranda of understanding to this end. 

The focus on mobilising partnerships is in line with the Apex Priorities announced by government. The priorities were compiled to enhance cooperation among all sectors of society and thus speed up change.  Apex Priority 20 specifically deals with enhancing community involvement through partnerships in the fight against crime. This also gave rise to the central communication theme of ACT Against Crime Together which is strengthened by means of the National Anti-crime Project of Government. 

Partnerships such as those between the SAPS and Prime Media, namely “Crime Line” (with 613 arrests made and R24-million worth of seizures) , Business Against Crime, SABC, Community Policing Forums, Non-governmental Organisations, religious groupings and others are already bearing fruit.
The Minister for Safety and Security, Mr Mthethwa, his Deputy Minister, Mrs Susan Shabangu, and top management of the SAPS have affirmed their unwavering commitment to further reducing levels of crime in South Africa, providing for improved quality in service delivery and rooting out corrupt activity among its employees.  The SAPS remain committed to improving the level of performance at stations, including that of its managers, improving command and control and ensuring the responsible use of police/state resources - to the benefit of communities. Policing at community level will continue to be enhanced through the deployment of trained personnel to stations and providing of logistical support. 

Members of the SAPS are expected to comply with the SAPS Code of Conduct and Ethics, which prescribes and emphasises the importance of ethical behaviour and integrity for all employees. During 2009 the SAPS will further the implementation of the Corruption and Fraud Prevention Plan, which seeks to address fraud and corruption within its ranks proactively and reactively. Corruption in the SAPS may be reported to the Public Service Commission’s Hotline 0800 701 701. This can be done anonymously and your language of preference.

In a bid to reinforce policing closer to local communities the implementation of sector policing continues apace, resulting in the prioritising of those police stations with high levels of contact crime. Thus far, sector policing has been implemented at 76% of these police stations.   

In line with Government’s Programme of Action, the SAPS is involved in various activities relating to social crime prevention. More than half of stations (708) countrywide have now established victim-friendly facilities.

In 2008 the SAPS recovered just over 15 000 firearms. 12 650 firearms were reported lost or stolen. Almost 4 000 people were declared unfit to posses a firearm. During day-to-day operations 118 514 firearms were destroyed. In 2009 the SAPS aim to recover 85% of all lost/stolen firearms, thereby addressing the proliferation of firearms in SA. 

A commitment to combat organised crime has resulted in initiatives between the National Prosecuting Service and the SAPS Organised Crime component. With this initiative a total of 82 organised crime groups are facing prosecution in terms of the prevention of Organised Crime Act.  To date 55 cases have been prosecuted, convictions were secured in 30 of these cases whilst 25 cases are still pending trial. A further 27 cases are in the process of going for trial. In the past year 132 organised crime Projects were investigated resulting in the arrest of 470 syndicate members. Outside of the Organised Crime Project Investigation process a total of 4005 suspects were arrested during the year and 768 convictions were achieved.

The Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act came into effect on 16 December 2007 and has allowed the SAPS to address “new” crimes such as the grooming of a child for sexual exploitation. The definition of rape now also includes the sexual exploitation of boys or men without their consent. The use of objects during non-consenting sexual acts has also been criminalized. Previously offenders could escape justice. As a result of these amendments, more offenders are now being brought to book. Detectives continue to be placed on Specialised Family Violence, Child Protection and Sexual Offences Detective Learning Programmes. Specialised capacity also continues to be placed at all police stations to ensure proper access by victims of family, child and sexual related crimes to expert services. 

In order to improve the capacity of the SAPS to perform security functions at our borders and during the Confederation Cup and 2010 FIFA World Cup, the number of employees will increase from the approximate 165 000 members to 193 000 by the end of 2009/2010.  This will be complemented by the expansion of the Department’s vehicle fleet, equipment supplies, technological infrastructure, and reservists.

In extending service delivery, the public are encouraged to interact with the police on its police website.  The public is able to liaise directly with all police stations to enquire about progress made in the investigation of cases, provide information on crimes committed, criminal activity, wanted suspects, missing persons, corrupt activities, and poor service delivery. This can be done anonymously by visiting the website (www.saps.org.za).

ACT - Against Crime Together and report information in regard to crime, for example, drug trafficking, the illegal possession of firearms and stolen goods, violence against women and children, rape and sexual offences and the reporting of persons suspected of being involved in criminal activity. This can be done anonymously to the SAPS Crime Stop Line 08600 10111 or saps website, www.saps.gov.za or Crime Line 3221. It is important to remember that information provided must be substantiated with as much detail as possible to allow the SAPS to act on this information. These mechanisms are for the reporting of information about crime that the SAPS must follow up and investigate. The opening of criminal cases or reporting of specific incidence of crimes cannot be reported through these mechanisms but only at a police station.

The contribution made by every person in South Africa in supporting the efforts of the SAPS affirms that crime cannot be dealt with effectively by the police alone. Indeed, establishing and strengthening workable partnerships with communities in the fight against crime and inculcating due respect among our people for the Rule of Law, will make a marked difference in our fight against criminals and criminality. As law-abiding communities forge enduring partnership with the police, will become more difficult for the criminals you will remain in the minority.

Let us ACT Against Crime Together and build a safer South Africa for all.

