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MANDATE 

Section 218 (f) of the Interim Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1993 (Act No. 200 of 
1993) provides that “subject to the directions of the Minister of Safety and Security, the National 
Commissioner will be responsible for the keeping and provision of crime intelligence data, criminal 
records and statistics”.

The above section has been retained in terms of item 24 of schedule 6 to the Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa, 1996 (Act No. 108 of 1996).
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of the opening of case dockets and the registration thereof on the Crime Administration System 
(CAS) or Investigation Case Docket Management System (ICDMS).
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1. INTRODUCTION
 OVERVIEW

This Annual Crime Report (ACR) deals with crimes recorded by the South African Police Service 
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crime statistics is also included in this report. The report provides an overview of statistics pertaining 
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of these broad categories. The four broad categories covering the 17 community-reported serious 
crimes include contact crimes, contact-related crimes, property-related crimes and other serious 
crimes. The remaining broad category named crimes detected as a result of police action is divided 
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recorded, of which 1 738 980 were community-reported serious crimes. The latter decreased by 
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all the broad crime categories, namely contact-related crime (3.3%), contact crime (2.4%), other 
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The crimes that are considered as indicators of the effectiveness of police activities, i.e. the crimes 
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Only one of the four subcategories of crime detected as a result of police action decreased. 
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based on docket and desktop analysis conducted at both provincial and national level. 
 

2. REFERENCE PERIOD 
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Financial year Reference period Month of release

2016/2017 1 April to 31 March September 2017

3. METHODOLOGY
3.1 COMPILATION OF CRIME STATISTICS 

The scope of the crimes discussed in this report covers the reported crimes perpetrated within the 
borders of South Africa, i.e. crimes reported at the 1 144 police stations, including satellite stations 
and stations at ports of entry, by either the victims, witnesses or third parties, as well as crimes 
detected by the South African Police Service (SAPS) during policing activities. 

A criminal incident reported to or detected by the police is recorded in a case docket and registered 
on the crime administration system (CAS). All crimes are recorded as these are brought to the 
attention of or detected by the police, irrespective of when the crimes were committed. Crime 
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statistics recorded by the police are derived from an administrative recording process, which includes 
crime codes allocated to each reported crime category. These are aggregated into daily summary of 
serious crime (DSSC) codes. These codes are then used for the compilation and reporting of crime 
statistics. 

This annual crime report focuses on 21 priority crimes which are grouped into two broad categories 
based on the collection approach, namely community-reported serious crimes and crimes detected 
as a result of police action.

The 17 community-reported serious crimes are divided into four broad categories as follows:  

• Contact crimes (crimes against the person): These crimes involve the use of violence or 
a threat to use violence that is directed against the person of a victim. The category includes 
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• Contact-related crimes: The latter include arson and��	���������	�	���
��������
���These 
are violent crimes committed against material assets with the intention to cause damage to or  
the destruction of another person’s property.

• Crimes against property (also known as property-related crimes): These crimes occur 
in the absence of the victim or under circumstances in which the victim is unaware of the 
crime being committed at the time (no person is directly or immediately harmed or threatened 
during the commission of such a crime). The category includes ��������	�����	
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• Other serious crimes: The latter includes other theft not mentioned elsewhere (common or 
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The four crimes dependent on police action for detection are listed below:

• These crimes refer to crimes that are generally not reported by the public, but mainly detected 
through direct police action such as roadblocks and SAPS intelligence-led operations. An 
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increased crime activities. Crimes in this category include ���	�������������������"��	����
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When cases are investigated and the collected evidence suggests that a crime did not actually 
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crime statistics in each annual crime statistics publication.

3.2 RATIOS
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The aim is to determine the rate of occurrence of crime committed in a given area over a certain 
period based on a common unit that is measured. For this reason, this annual crime report includes 
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of crimes committed among a given number of people, thus indicating the number of e.g. murders, 
rapes, assaults and robberies committed among every 100 000 people in a given geographical area 
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by the level of socio-economic development and phenomena such as rural-urban migration with 
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frustration. The latter tend to encourage criminal activities, one of the major problems facing most 
developing countries. 

3.3 CRIME STATISTICS COMPUTATION

Percentage increases and decreases are measures of the changing trends in reported crime 
statistics. These percentages are computed by comparing the preceding and current (period under 
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the above computation is impossible under such circumstances.
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based on the population estimates. The following formula is used in this regard:
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the provinces. It compensates for the differences in population among different geographical areas 
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3.4 COUNTING RULES

In this crime report the statistics represent the number of charges or counts and not the number of 
registered case dockets. The docket is the source document for recording an offence. A case docket 
can contain a single count of a particular offence, multiple counts of an offence or even several 
different offences. The offences may involve one victim or complainant or multiple victims. If multiple 
offences are committed during a single crime incident, each offence will be recorded in addition to 
the primary offence. These additional counts also form part of the crime statistics (e.g. if murder and 
rape occurred during a house robbery incident). 
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taken control over the money, while according to SABRIC the CIT company must only be present 
when the money is robbed and not necessarily already in control of it.

4. CRIME DATA QUALITY MANAGEMENT
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crime counting rules. These activities are performed on a daily basis as and when new crimes are 
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registration of crime or application of counting rules observed, is brought to the attention of station 
management at the daily Station Crime Combating Forum (SCCF) meetings for further deliberation 
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both provincial and national level to monitor the CIMAC members and provide strategic direction 
and leadership.

The accuracy dimension of the South African Statistical Quality Assurance Framework (SASQAF) 
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standards stipulate that the registration and non-registration error has to be 5% and lower, while the 
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round-the-clock technical support to stations and provinces about the correct registration of crimes. 
Crime scenarios that prove to be a challenge to members and station managers are referred to the 
help desk, which immediately attends to these and provides assistance. 
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Solutions, SASQAF Self-Assessment and SASQAF Independent Assessment.  Crime Statistics have 
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publication, the Clearance Committee assessed the previous two crime statistics publications for 
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implementation in the value chain of production. The Crime Registrar has incorporated changes in 
line with the Clearance Committee recommendations. The SASQAF self–assessment process was 
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the members of the SANSS and feedback will be provided in due course.

5. DISSEMINATION
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as the latter are not based on cumulative aggregates. The annual crime publication contains the 
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case are taken into account. In some of the cases it takes long to conclude the investigations. For 
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The regular release of crime statistics promotes the timeliness dimension of the South African 
Statistical Quality Assessment Framework (SASQAF) which, in turn, is derived from the United 
Nations General Data Dissemination Standard (GDDS). 
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6. CRIME FIGURES: 21 SERIOUS CRIMES

6.1 PROPORTIONAL CONTRIBUTION OF THE 21 SERIOUS CRIMES

x��
�'� �������*����+�	���

���!������ �������������Z�����
������������
����
�
���=���� ��
������
by the South African Police Service. A breakdown of the 21 serious crimes can be found in the 
illustration below.

The 17 community-reported serious crimes consist of four broad categories of crime, namely 
contact crime, contact-related crime, property-related crime and other serious crime. These four 
crime categories contributed 81.7% (1 738 980 counts), while the four crimes detected as result of 
police action contributed 18.3% (390 021 counts) to the 21 serious crimes discussed in this report. 

A breakdown of the proportional contribution of the four broad categories of crime comprising the 17 
community-reported serious crimes can be found in the pie chart of the illustration above. Contact 
crime is still the main contributor to the 17 community-reported crimes (35.0% or 608 321 counts), 
followed by property-related crime (31.1% or 540 653 counts), other serious crime (27.0% or 
469 276 counts) and contact-related crime (6.9% or 120 730 counts). The combined contribution of 
contact crime and contact-related crime (41.9%) remains a matter of concern and is indicative of the 
culture of violence prevailing in the country.

2
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police action

390 021

Broad Categories

Contact-related Crime
Other Serious CrimeProperty-related Crime

Contact Crime

17 Community-
reported serious 

crimes
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1

469 276
(27.0%)
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(31.1%)
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(35.0%)
608 321
(35.0%)
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6.2 MACRO TRENDS IN RESPECT OF THE 21 SERIOUS CRIMES

GRAPH 1: OVERVIEW OF 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS CRIME CATEGORIES:
                  FINANCIAL YEAR COMPARISON

Graph 1 above illustrates the recorded percentage changes in 17 community-reported serious crime 
categories.
• Contact crime decreased by 2.4% in 2016/2017. The decrease followed upon increases 
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• Contact-related crime decreased by 3.3% in 2016/2017, following upon a decrease of 0.8% 
���
�'��������
��
�'�	���

���!�����������
�
����������;ZJ���
���������
�'����������K;�

• Property-related crime��?���
��
�������
����������;KJ�
�����*����+;�<�
�������=��������
��
�����������;@J������;@J������
�
���!����
�'������=�����
��
�'�	���

���!����;�

• Other serious crimes decreased by 2.0% in 2016/2017, following upon decreases of 4.1% 
in 2015/2016 and 2.2% during 2014/2015. 

An increase of 9.6% in crimes detected as a result of police action was recorded in 2016/2017 as 
indicated in Graph 2. This increase is a positive trend compared to 2015/2016 when a decrease of 
0.3% was recorded, following a 1.9% increase during 2014/2015. The increase is also indicative of 
the efforts by the police to detect such crime in order to make South Africa a safer place to live in.
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GRAPH 2: OVERVIEW OF CRIMES DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION 

7. ANALYSIS OF THE 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS 
CRIMES 

THE 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS CRIMES

An analysis of the four broad categories of the 17 community-reported crimes, as well as the 
individual crimes forming part of these categories, is contained in this section. This is followed by a 
discussion of the four categories of crime detected as a result of police action. 
  
As illustrated in Graph 3, a total of 1 738 980 counts of the 17 community-reported crimes were 
recorded during 2016/2017. This represents a decrease of 1.8% or 31 646 counts compared to 
2015/2016. Despite slight increases during 2008/2009 and 2012/2013, the 17 community-reported 
crimes decreased by 6.6% or 122 639 counts over the past ten years.

GRAPH 3: THE 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS CRIMES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR
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As indicated in Graph 4 below, the four broad categories of the 17 community-reported serious 
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decreasing by 3.3% or 4 074 counts, contact crime by 2.4% or 14 902 counts, property-related crime 
by 0.5% or 2 871 counts and other serious crime by 2.0% or 9 799 counts. 

GRAPH 4: OVERVIEW OF 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS CRIMES CATEGORIES:
                  TWO YEAR COMPARISON
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GRAPH 5: THE 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS CRIMES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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decreases were recorded in the Free State (5.2% or 5 380 counts), Limpopo (3.9% or 4 264 counts) 
and the Western Cape (3.5% or 13 258 counts). Increases were recorded in Mpumalanga (1.4% or 
1 438 counts), the Eastern Cape (1.1% or 1 815 counts) and North West (0.9% or 897 counts). During 
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in Limpopo and Mpumalanga. 

7.1 CONTACT CRIME

As discussed in previous Annual Reports, contact crime refers to crime in which the victims 
themselves are the targets of violence, or instances where the victims are in the vicinity of property 
targeted by criminals and subjected to the use or threats of violence by the perpetrators. The crimes 
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robbery with aggravating circumstances. In some instances these crimes, particularly if related to 
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by conventional policing strategies. Decay in the social fabric of society is considered as one of the 
main generators of particularly social contact crime.

As illustrated in Graph 6, 608 321 counts of contact crime were reported during 2016/2017, 
���������
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��������������K����*;�Y����
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�
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between increases and decreases over the past ten years, but decreased by 11.4% or 77 973 
counts between 2007/2008 and 2016/2017.

GRAPH 6: CONTACT CRIME: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD 
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Graph 7 below illustrates the recorded percentage changes in contact crime categories.

• Murder increased by 1.8% in 2016/2017 compared to 2015/2016. Increases occurred over 
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of 4.9% and 4.6% respectively were recorded.

• Sexual offences decreased by 4.3% in 2016/2017, following upon decreases of 3.2% and 
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• Attempted murder increased by 0.4% in 2016/2017. This increase is considerably lower 
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respectively.

• �������� 	
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��� ���� (GBH) decreased by 6.7% in 
2016/2017, following upon small increases of 0.2% and 0.1% in 2015/2016 and 2014/2015 
respectively. 

• Common assault decreased by 5.2% in 2016/2017. This followed upon an increase of 2.2% 
during 2015/2016 and a decrease of 2.8% during 2014/2015.

• Common robbery decreased by 1.3% in 2016/2017. During 2015/2016 it decreased by 
1.5% after an increase of 2.7% during 2014/2015.
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��� increased by 6.4% in 2016/2017. During the two 
���
��
�'�	���

���!�����
�
�����������;+J�����@;KJ������
�
���!�=������
�����;

GRAPH 7: OVERVIEW OF CONTACT CRIME CATEGORIES: FINANCIAL YEAR COMPARISON
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GRAPH 8: CONTACT CRIME: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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were recorded in Limpopo (9.0% or 3 627 counts), the Free State (8.2% or 3 359 counts) and the 
Northern Cape (4.6% or 866 counts). In Mpumalanga the incidence of contact crime increased by 
2.0% or 644 counts and in North West by 0.7% or 259 counts. During 2015/2016 contact crime 
decreased only in the Eastern Cape, the Free State and KwaZulu-Natal. 

7.1.1 MURDER
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in all provinces. However, there are also factors conductive to murder that are more prevalent in 
certain areas of the country. To understand the crime of murder one has to take cognisance of social 
circumstances and imbalances in many areas of the country. In the poorest residential areas social 
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social circumstances could create mind-sets susceptible to criminal activity. Environmental factors 
in such areas create further opportunity for crime. The environmental design in these areas also 
hampers effective policing, creating a situation in which the community could deem it necessary to 
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GRAPH 9: MURDER: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD
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represents an increase of 1.8% or 343 counts of murder compared to 2015/2016. Over the past ten 
years the incidence of murder gradually declined until 2011/2012 when it started to increase annually 
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reveal that murder increased by 3.3% or 616 counts over the ten-year period. During 2016/2017 
the ratio of murder per 100 000 of the population increased marginally to 34.1 compared to 34.0 
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for murder decreased from 37.6 during 2007/2008 to 34.1 during 2016/2017.

7.1.1.1 MURDER: MOTIVES AND/OR CAUSATIVE FACTORS

7.1.1.1.1 SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
 
ARGUMENTS OR MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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that goes wrong is still a prominent contributor to the murder statistics. This seems to indicate that 
many people do not possess the necessary social skills to solve differences in an amicable way. 
In many instances there was no intention to kill, but the offenders acted on the spur of the moment 
without foreseeing the outcome of their actions. An analysis of a sample of murder cases reported in 
the Western Cape during the period April to September 2016 revealed that 30.2% of these murders 
resulted from one or other form of argument over a variety of issues. Of these cases 17.8% were 
related to arguments or misunderstandings, 3.8% to domestic violence and 2.2% to revenge or 
retaliation. However, each station precinct has its own dynamics and in e.g. the Wellington police 
precinct 89.5% of the murders resulted from incidents of domestic violence and arguments.
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arguments, 11.9% to revenge and 6.3% to domestic violence. In the Northern Cape an analysis 
found that half of all murders originated from arguments or misunderstandings, while Mpumalanga 
reported that 28.8% of the murders in this province occurred after a misunderstanding or argument 
and 12.6% were related to domestic violence. In Limpopo, arguments, substance abuse, mob justice 
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7.1.1.1.2 CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR

ROBBERY-RELATED MURDERS

The level of violence employed by criminals while committing other crimes is accentuated by the 
number of victims killed. In the Western Cape 7.7% of the analysed murder cases resulted from 
������!;�<���
���������
�'�	'����� �����=�����X������������;ZJ>� �������������Y����+;ZJ>�����
Gauteng 15.0%. The Eastern Cape reported that 84 murders in that province resulted from rapes 
����������
��;�<���
���
�������

�
�
���
����������
�����
�!��!����
���������
�
�
��������]�����!�
resulted in members of the community taking the law into their own hands by resorting to mob 
justice. The analyses done in the Western Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng found that 3.6%, 
8.0% and 3.1% of murders in these provinces respectively could be ascribed to vigilantism, with 
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 GANG-RELATED MURDERS
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Western Cape. Despite the fact that a number of so-called “gang stations” such as Mitchells Plain 
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the province being linked to gang-related activities. The core of gang violence revolves around the 
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gang members (killing, wounding or shooting at members) inevitably result in constant retaliatory 
attacks. Combined with this, gangs regularly split up or splinter due to leadership disputes and young 
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gangs. An analysis of the top ten gang-related murder stations in the Western Cape revealed that 
79.1% of all murders reported at Steenberg resulted from gang violence, as did 78.5% at Elsies 
q
��������+�;�J����q���������;�$��
��
���
�[����������?
�������=����'��'X���������
�
�
�
�����������

���'����������
������	������;�$���������*;ZJ��������
���'������
���'����������
������	�������
������
Western Cape have been linked to gang-related activities, with the highest number of such charges 
recorded in the Bishop Lavis police precinct.

MURDERS RELATED TO OTHER FORMS OF CONFLICT
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highly organised syndicates are involved. The illegal miners (Zama Zamas) are divided into two 
groups. Those working for themselves sell gold at their own price, while those who are hired by 
certain syndicates are paid according to the amount of gold they bring in. Illegal mining has been 
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with 0.7% of all murders in the latter province linked to illegal mining. In KwaZulu-Natal 1.9% of 
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Natal, with 0.6% of the murders in the province attributed to this phenomenon. 

7.1.1.1.3 MURDERS ON MEMBERS OF THE SERVICE 

Casualties resulting from attacks on members of the South African Police Service also form part of 
the murder statistics. Murders on members of the Service, whether by ruthless criminals or even 
other police members, have become almost commonplace and is a matter of serious concern. 
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with the highest numbers of incidents occurring in Gauteng (25), followed by KwaZulu-Natal (20), 
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the Eastern Cape (11) and the Western Cape (10). Of the 83 members murdered, 33 were on duty 
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dark hours of the night (18:00 to 06:00). The majority of the members killed (56.6%) were attached 
to Visible Policing, the division responsible for attending to complaints and crime prevention, 
while 18.1% were attached to the Detective Service. The majority of the murdered members were 
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account and looking at the fact that 73.5% of the killed members were aged between 30 and 50 
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to the police were ended prematurely. A total of 79.5% of the members killed, succumbed to gunshot 
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were used in the remaining 9.1% of cases.
 
7.1.1.1.4 ALCOHOL AND DRUGS ABUSE-RELATED MURDERS
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Analysis conducted in the Western Cape determined that alcohol was consumed by the victim, the 
offender or both prior to the incident in 34.4% of the murder cases and in 3.9% drugs were used. In 
KwaZulu-Natal alcohol was one of the generators of murder in 18.5% of the murder cases sampled. 
In the Eastern Cape the relationship between drug abuse and murder varied between 13.0% in 
the Mdantsane cluster to between 80.0% and 85.0% in the East London, Elliot and Graaff-Reinet 
clusters. Alcohol and drug abuse also remained a major trigger of murders reported in the Northern 
Cape by causing arguments and leading to violent behaviour among both victims and offenders. 
Most of these incidents occur when the suspects and victims drink together and an argument erupts, 
mainly over alcohol, money, food, relationships or other unresolved issues. 
 
7.1.1.1.5 VICTIMS AND OFFENDERS OF MURDERS 

As reported in the past, most of the victims and offenders in incidents of murder are males. In 
KwaZulu-Natal it was found that 79.4% of victims were males, as were 84.8% in the Eastern Cape 
and 75.6% in Gauteng. In KwaZulu-Natal 95.3% of the arrested offenders were males, as were 
95.5% of arrested offenders in the Eastern Cape. In all the cases where the ages of the victims were 
available, it was found that the majority of victims were people of working age and young adults who 
are regarded as socially active. In KwaZulu-Natal it was found that 67.2% of victims were between 
the ages of 18 and 40 years, in Mpumalanga 72.3% were between 18 to 39 years, in the Northern 
Cape 67.4% were between 20 and 40 years of age and in the Eastern Cape 59.9% of the victims 
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victims. Analysis conducted in the provinces revealed that 83.3% of arrested offenders in KwaZulu-
Natal were aged between 18 and 40 years and in the Eastern Cape 75.2% were aged between 17 
and 34 years.
  
MURDER OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN
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were women, 574 were boys and 265 were girls. These murders of women and children contributed 
�@;�J����������������������
������q#$����
�'�����	���

���!���;�Table 1 below depicts the proportions 
of murders in the provinces.
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TABLE 1: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW: MURDERS OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN 2016/2017

����

�� Women Girls Boys Total
Women and 

Children Murders:
% Contribution

Total RSA Murders:
% Contribution

Eastern Cape 476 39 109 624 17.9% 3.3%

Free State 157 21 33 211 6.1% 1.1%

Gauteng 497 48 93 638 18.3% 3.4%

KwaZulu/Natal 618 47 110 775 22.3% 4.1%

Limpopo 121 14 20 155 4.5% 0.8%

Mpumalanga 168 17 19 204 5.9% 1.1%

North West 197 28 28 253 7.3% 1.3%

Northern Cape 71 8 13 92 2.6% 0.5%

Western Cape 334 43 149 526 15.1% 2.8%

RSA 2 639 265 574 *3 478 100.0% 18.3%
*Unfounded cases included

A statistical desktop analysis of data obtained from the crime administration system (CAS) revealed 
that a total of 869 women and children were murdered, of whom 196 were children and 673 women, 
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proportion of these murders were related to domestic violence.

MURDER: WOMEN

The desktop analysis indicated that the province with the highest incidence of murder of women 
was KwaZulu-Natal (25.4%), followed by Gauteng (18.4%), the Eastern Cape (16.8%) and the 
Western Cape (12.6%). The lowest numbers of incidents were reported in North West (5.3%) and 
the Northern Cape (2.1%). Firearms were used in 44.7% and knives and other sharp objects in 
31.7% of the incidents in which the weapon used to murder the women could be established. Of the 
women murdered, 81.9% were African people, followed by Coloured people (10.4%), whites (7.0%) 
and Asians (0.7%). More than a third of the women murdered (35.4%) were aged between 30 and 
39 years, 26.9% between 18 and 29 years, 15.3% between 40 and 49 years and 8.5% between 50 
and 59 and 60 and 69 years respectively. Women aged 70 years and older made up the remaining 
5.5% of victims. In 69.5% of the cases perpetrators were arrested, of whom 93.2% were male and 
6.8% female.

MURDER: CHILDREN

The province with the highest number of murders of children was the Western Cape (29.6%), followed 
by KwaZulu-Natal (19.9%), the Eastern Cape (15.3%) and Gauteng (12.2%). Firearms were used 
in 36.7% of the incidents and knives or other sharp objects in 35.4% of the incidents, while physical 
force employing a body part (hands and feet) was fatal in 13.9% of the cases in which children were 
murdered and the weapon used could be established. Of the murdered children 75.0% were African, 
followed by 23.0% Coloured and 2.0% Asian victims. A total of 75.0% of the murdered children were 
male and 25.0% female. About two-thirds of the children murdered (66.8%) were aged between 
13 and 17 years, with almost half (49.0%) of all murdered children aged 16 and 17 years. A further 
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accounted for 9.7% of all victims. The remaining victims (13.8%) were aged between 6 and 12 years. 
In 64.3% of the cases offenders were arrested, of whom 92.9% were males and 7.1% females. 

Eastern Cape
Free State
Gauteng
KwaZulu/Natal
Limpopo
Mpumalanga
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Northern Cape
Western Cape
RSA
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6.1%

18.3%
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1.1%

1.3%

0.5%

2.8%

18.3%
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28.1%
26.7%

15.9%

18.3%
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7.1.1.1.6 WEAPONS USED TO COMMIT MURDERS 

The weapons used to commit the murders differ from province to province. In the Western Cape it 
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most of the murders in relation to which the weapon used could be established, were committed 
with knives and other sharp instruments. From analyses done in KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng it is 
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and other sharp instruments. This may be ascribed to more people being killed in these provinces as 
a result of the commission of other crimes such as carjacking, house robbery, etc. In Mpumalanga it 
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in the Northern Cape more than 70% of murder victims succumbed to stab wounds and only about 
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levels of alcohol abuse and domestic violence during which the most readily available weapon, 
which is normally a sharp instrument, is used to settle differences.

7.1.1.1.7 WHEN AND WHERE MURDERS OCCURRED

The social dimension of murder is further accentuated by the times when most of the murders occur. 
In the Western Cape 65.8% of all reported murders occurred over weekends (Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays), a period with high levels of socialising and concomitant alcohol abuse. The twelve-
hour time period from 18:00 to 06:00 accounted for 67.1% of all murders, with the majority occurring 
between 18:00 and 24:00, followed by the period from 00:00 to 03:00. A corresponding trend was 
observed in KwaZulu-Natal, where 61.4% of incidents were recorded over weekends, with 27.6% of 
the incidents taking place between 20:00 and 23:59, followed by the period 16:00 to 19:59 (20.8%) 
and 00:00 to 03:59 (15.9%). More or less the same trends were also found in the Northern Cape 
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over weekends, as were 64.7% of the murders committed in the Eastern Cape, while 49.2% of all 
murders committed in Mpumalanga were reported on Fridays and Saturdays. The analysis done 
in Mpumalanga and the Eastern Cape indicated that most murders were also committed during 
the night, with 44.6% of incidents happening between 20:00 and 04:00 in Mpumalanga and 60.2% 
between 18:00 and 03:00 in the Eastern Cape.   
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the streets or roads. In KwaZulu-Natal 30.5% of victims were murdered on the streets, as were 
25.2% in Mpumalanga and 36.1% in Gauteng.  In the Northern Cape 48.7% of victims were killed 
in open spaces such as on the streets, in other open areas, outside taverns, in parking areas, etc. 
In Gauteng 10.9% of the murders were committed in open spaces such as pieces of veld or bushy 
areas, while in Mpumalanga this was the case in 11.7% of the cases. The occurrence of murder on 
the streets or in open spaces may be attributed to victims being robbed or raped while on the streets 
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drugs that resulted in violence may also be a contributor to the number of murders occurring on the 
streets or in open spaces. The offenders involved also tended to be strangers rather than persons 
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own residences (25.3% of murders analysed in KwaZulu-Natal, 23.4% in Mpumalanga and 18.4% in 
Gauteng).  In the Northern Cape 38.4% of murders were perpetrated in closed environments such 
as the victims’ residences, the residences of the offenders, hotels, etc. Murders committed at the 
victim’s own residence are more likely to be domestic violence-related and committed by offenders 
known to the victims.  
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GRAPH 10: MURDER: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

$�� 
��

����� 
�� ������ ��>� ���� 
�

���
�� ��� ������� ��
������� 
�� 	��� ����
�
��>� =
��� ���� �����
�
'�
	
������
���������
������ 
���
������"Z;KJ����@K�
�����&����� 
�� �������������Y����"+;KJ�
��� �@� 
�����&;�$���'� ���� ����� ����
�
��� ����� ��
������ 
�
������>� ���� ����� �
'�
	
���� �

������
in Mpumalanga (11.1% or 95 counts) and Gauteng (6.7% or 259 counts). During 2015/2016, the 
Northern Cape was the only province that recorded a decrease in the number of murders reported.

7.1.2 ATTEMPTED MURDER

Overall, the generators linked to attempted murder and murder are closely related. An analysis of 
cases of attempted murder found that in a number of instances the action by the perpetrator and/or 
�

�
��=�������^�?�����������
������������������
�����
����
����!;�<�
��
������

�����!���������
�����
���
in which attempted murders occurred during or after arguments fuelled by alcohol consumption. It is 
clear that anger combined with the consumption of alcohol “blinded” many perpetrators or victims to 
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of attempted murder also gradually declined until 2011/2012, when it started to increase annually 
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attempted murder decreased by 2.3% or 438 counts over the past decade. During 2016/17 the ratio 
of attempted murder per 100 000 of the population decreased to 32.6 compared to 33.0 during the 
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murder decreased from 38.1 during 2007/2008 to 32.6 during 2016/2017.      
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GRAPH 11: ATTEMPTED MURDER: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

In the Western Cape gangsterism is still one of the main contributors to attempted murder, with 
35.0% of attempted murders linked to this phenomenon. An analysis of the top ten gang-related 
attempted murder stations in the Western Cape established that 91.2% of all attempted murders 
reported at Steenberg were linked to gang violence, as were 82.6% at Elsies River and 80.5% at 
Manenberg. In the Eastern Cape 14.7% of attempted murders were linked to the ongoing gang 
violence in the northern areas of the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan City. A matter of concern is the 
number of innocent bystanders, in many instances children, killed or injured in violence between 
rival gangs. 
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other crimes were committed. In the Eastern Cape 18 cases of attempted murder e.g. resulted from 
house robbery, 52 from business robbery and 24 from carjacking. An analysis conducted in the 
Western Cape revealed that 15.1% of attempted murders in that province originated from incidents 
of robbery. Arguments or misunderstandings also remained one of the main contributors to incidents 
of attempted murder. In the Western Cape 10.1% of attempted murders were related to arguments 
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Domestic-related issues addressed in a violent manner further remained one of the generators of 
attempted murder. In the Western Cape 3.2% of attempted murders were attributed to domestic 
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the Western Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, Gauteng and Mpumalanga the phenomenon of mob justice 
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incidence of attempted murder remained a reality. The fact that most of the incidents of attempted 
murder were perpetrated on the streets or in open spaces, followed by the victims’ residences, 
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The most common weapon used to commit attempted murder differed from province to province. 
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used in Gauteng (73.4%), Mpumalanga (82.0%) and KwaZulu-Natal (70.1%). Information received 
from the Northern Cape and Free State indicated that knives and other sharp objects were most 
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As in the case of murder, most of the incidents of attempted murder were reported over weekends. 
A sample of 395 cases of attempted murder analysed in Gauteng revealed that 55.1% of the 
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Eastern Cape at 57.2%. In Mpumalanga 43.1% of cases were reported on Saturdays and Sundays 
and in KwaZulu-Natal 22.1% on Saturdays alone. Most of the attempted murder cases occurred 
during the night. The assumption can safely be made that the use of alcohol fuelling arguments 
and misunderstandings, as well as the robbery of individuals on the streets upon returning home 
from work, an educational institution or a place of entertainment during the dark hours of the night, 
contributed to the incidence of attempted murder. Analysis found that 69.1% of reported cases in the 
Western Cape occurred between 18:00 and 06:00, in the Eastern Cape 58.8% between 18:00 and 
03:00, in KwaZulu-Natal 55.2% between 20:00 and 03:59, in Mpumalanga 53.4% between 20:00 
and 04:00 and in Gauteng 55.1% between 18:00 and 02:00. 

The majority of the victims of attempted murder were males, namely 75.0% in Gauteng and 84.0% 
in KwaZulu-Natal and the Eastern Cape respectively. The majority (70.0% and more) were aged 
between 18 and 40 years. In KwaZulu-Natal and the Eastern Cape it was further found that in more 
than 90% of cases arrested offenders were males. The ages of the arrested suspects also broadly 
correspond with those of the victims, indicating that both victims and offenders tend to be people of 
=��[
�'��'��=����������!���������]��������
�������������
�������������'�����!;�

Graph 12 indicates that increases in the incidence of attempted murder were recorded in three 
provinces. The most prominent increases were recorded in Mpumalanga (19.3% or 154 counts) 
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again recorded increases during 2016/2017.   

GRAPH 12: ATTEMPTED MURDER: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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7.1.3 ASSAULTS
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common assault correspond, common assault tends to result more from social interaction between 
individuals that goes wrong, while assault GBH is also a result of other criminal acts and actions 
by communities taking the law into their own hands and resorting to mob justice. As a result of the 
latter, more cases of assault GBH tend to occur in public spaces than cases of common assault. In 
a considerable number of incidents of assault GBH a weapon (e.g. knife, stone, knobkierie, stick, 
etc) is used, while in cases of common assault physical force employing body parts (hands, feet or 
even heads) is mostly used. 

As in the case of murder and attempted murder, most cases of assault GBH are also reported 
over weekends. Analysis of cases of assault GBH found that in the Western Cape 67.3% of the 
cases were reported over weekends, as were 65.0% in KwaZulu-Natal, 66.7% in Mpumalanga, 
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that the incidence of assault GBH is high during the evenings, with 42.9% of incidents taking place 
between 18:00 to 24:00 in the Western Cape, as did 42.4% in the Eastern Cape and 52.7% in 
Gauteng. Analysis in KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga indicated that 54.6% and 51.7% of incidents 
respectively occurred between 16:00 and 24:00. It is during the dark hours of the night that victims 
���� ���]�����!� ���������� ��� ���� �������>� ��� �� ������� ��� �
����� �
�����������
�'�� ��� 
�

������ ���
robbery. The analysis conducted in Mpumalanga found that 32.6% of the cases occurred on the 
streets, while in Gauteng 28.6% of the cases were reported as occurring on the streets. The second 
most common place of occurrence was found to be the residences of the victims (22.1% of cases in 
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in Mpumalanga, 20.0% in the Free State and between 20% and 60% of cases (depending on the 
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A wide range of weapons were used during the commission of assault GBH.  Analysis done in the 
Free State found that bottles and knives were utilised in 33.0% of cases, while these instruments 
were according to analysis conducted in Mpumalanga used in 37.0% of cases. In KwaZulu-Natal 
it was found that most of the victims were struck, hit or beaten with an object (54.2% of cases) or 
stabbed (23.9% of cases), while unarmed physical force was used in 15.9% of cases. In Gauteng 
a similar trend was observed, with knives and bottles involved in most cases, followed by unarmed 
physical force and objects such as stones and bricks. The link between alcohol consumption and 
assault GBH is illustrated by the fact that 17.3% of cases in Mpumalanga happened at taverns, bars 
or shebeens, while 11.0% of cases in Gauteng were reported to have occurred at bars. The role of 
alcohol was noted in all the provinces as fuelling arguments that eventually end up in assault GBH. 
In the Eastern Cape it was reported that the number of cases in which alcohol abuse may have had 
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were found to have been the generator of 46.5% of cases in Mpumalanga. The link between the 
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to assault in the Northern Cape and in some of the cases alcohol itself became the point of contention. 
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justice and rivalry between different factions involved in illegal mining. 

Most victims of assault GBH were males, as found in KwaZulu-Natal (68.4%) and the Eastern Cape 
(64.5%). The majority of the victims were also people of working age and falling within the socially 
active segment of the population, with 76.1% of victims in Mpumalanga falling in the age group of 18 
to 39 years and 57.8% in the Eastern Cape in the age group of 17 to 34 years. Analysis conducted 
in the Eastern Cape established that 98.6% of the offenders in the province were males and 72.1% 
were aged between 17 and 34 years.  As in the case of murder and attempted murder, a noticeable 
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Cape ranging from 50% to 90% among the different policing clusters.       
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The causes of common assault are vast in scope in the sense that this crime can be precipitated by 
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respect of social contact crime in general, most common assaults were perpetrated over weekends, 
namely 55.6% of cases in the Western Cape, 53.7% in KwaZulu-Natal, 63.0% in the Free State, 57.0% 
in Mpumalanga and the Eastern Cape respectively and 56.8% in Gauteng. However, compared to 
assault GBH lower levels of common assault were noticed over weekends. Common assault is also 
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considerable number of the incidents took place between 16:00 to 19:59 (29.3%) and 12:00 to 15:59 
(20.2%). The same tendency was also noted in Mpumalanga where 47.0% of incidents occurred 
between 16:00 and 20:00, as did 39.3% between 15:00 and 21:00 in the Eastern Cape and 51.0% 
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were perpetrated at the victims’ residences and less on the streets, compared to assault GBH. In 
Mpumalanga 22.3% of cases were committed at the victims’ residences and 28.6% on the streets, 
while in Gauteng 29.8% of cases took place at the victims’ residences and 22.0% on the streets.   
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males and 56.1% were females. This may be related to the level of domestic violence associated 
with common assault. It was found that 26.8% of cases of common assault in Gauteng were related 
to domestic violence and in Mpumalanga 22.5% of the cases. According to analysis done in the 
Northern Cape, domestic violence mainly results from jealousy, revenge or the use of household 
money for alcohol or drug abuse.  Most of the victims of common assault were young adults. In 
Mpumalanga 72.2% of victims were aged between 18 and 39 years and in the Eastern Cape 52.8% 
were between 17 and 34 years.  It was further found in the Eastern Cape that the offenders were 
predominantly males (98.6%) and aged between 17 to 34 years (72.1%). The age group between 
17 and 25 years alone accounted for 42.2% of all offenders in that province. A comparison between 
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more cases of common assault resulted from misunderstandings or arguments than in the case of 
assault GBH.  In Mpumalanga arguments or misunderstandings were the primary cause of 50.1% 
of analysed cases of common assault while in Gauteng this featured prominently in 41.0% of the 
cases.  Arguments mainly resulted from disagreements involving alcohol, money, food, relationships 
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plenty of people apparently regard violence as the only way to solve their differences. The 
simultaneous consumption or abuse of alcohol further fuels this phenomenon.

7.1.3.1 COMMON ASSAULT

As indicated in Graph 13, 156 450 counts of common assault were reported during 2016/2017, 
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downward trend since 2007/2008, resulting in a decrease of 20.1% or 39 435 counts over the past 
ten years. A ratio of 280.2 common assaults per 100 000 of the population was recorded during 
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of common assault per 100 000 of the population decreased from 399.8 in 2007/2008 to 280.2 in 
2016/2017.   
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 GRAPH 13: COMMON ASSAULT: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

The incidence of common assault decreased in seven provinces during 2016/2017, with small 
increases recorded in North West (1.1% or 79 counts) and in Mpumalanga (0.8% or 63 counts). 
<���������
'�
	
������
�������=�����?���
��
���
���
������"��;ZJ�������*K�
�����&�����
������
}����#�����"��;+J������*�*�
�����&;�x��
�'����K����*�
�
�������=�������������
��	�������
�
��>�
including North West and Mpumalanga that also recorded increases during 2016/2017.

 GRAPH 14: COMMON ASSAULT: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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7.1.3.2 ASSAULT WITH THE INTENT TO INFLICT GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM (GBH)

x��
�'����*����+>��+��*�*�
�����������������=
��� ���� 
������ ��� 
�^

��'�
���������
�!������=����
reported, representing a decrease of 6.7% or 12 317 counts after slight increases over the two 
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harm decreased by 18.3% or 38 089 counts. During 2016/2017 the ratio per 100 000 of the population 
of assault GBH decreased to 305.5, compared to 332.8 during 2015/2016. 

GRAPH 15: ASSAULT GBH: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD
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(8.4% or 1 195 counts), the Northern Cape (8.1% or 716 counts) and Gauteng (7.3% or 3 106 
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KwaZulu-Natal and the Western Cape. 
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GRAPH 16: ASSAULT GBH: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

7.1.4 WOMEN AND CHILDREN AS VICTIMS OF CRIME
 
Social contact crime against women and children is continuing unabated, despite various initiatives 
by government, NGO’s and concerned members of the public to curb this scourge. The offences 
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children were victims of 217 657* offences, of which 173 405* counts were committed against 
women and 44 252* against children, as shown in the graph below. 

GRAPH 17: WOMEN AND CHILDREN AS VICTIMS OF CRIME: APRIL 2016 TO 31 MARCH 
2017 
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Graph 18 indicates that the most prominent provinces in which women and children were victims 
are Gauteng with a total of 49 164 counts, followed by the Western Cape (46 199 counts), KwaZulu-
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Northern Cape (7 676 counts), while the other remaining provinces recorded an average 14 000 
counts per annum.

GRAPH 18: WOMEN AND CHILDREN AS VICTIMS OF CRIME: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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A statistical desktop analysis of data on the CAS of the SAPS revealed that a total of 42 162 
social contact crimes were committed against women and 10 258 against children during the period 
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categories to the total number of social contact crimes committed against women and children 
during the period under discussion is found in graph 19 below.

GRAPH 19: WOMEN AND CHILDREN AS VICTIMS OF CRIME: 1 JANUARY TO 31 MARCH 
2017 
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7.1.4.1 CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN

The highest number of attempted murder cases against women was recorded in KwaZulu-Natal 
(28.6%), followed by the Western Cape (21.9%), Gauteng (16.2%) and the Eastern Cape (10.9%).  
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knives or other sharp instruments (15.2% of cases). Among the victims 71.4% were African, 21.0% 
Coloured, 6.7% white and 1.0% Asian. A large proportion of the adult female victims (39.0%) were 
aged between 18 and 29 years of age, followed by those between 30 and 39 years (32.4%), 40 to 
49 years (12.4%), 60 years and older (9.5%) and between 50 and 59 years (6.7%). In 65.7% of the 
cases offenders were arrested, of whom 92.8% were male and 7.2% female.  
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Eastern Cape (17.8%), KwaZulu-Natal (15.6%) and the Western Cape (13.0%). The majority of 
victims (85.6%) were African, 11.9% Coloured, 2.2% White and 0.3% Asian. The age group most 
targeted, were women between 18 and 29 years (62.5%), 30 to 39 years (20.7%), 40 to 49 years 
(8.0%) and 50 to 59 years and 60 to 69 years (3.7% respectively). Victims of 70 years and older 
were raped in 1.4% of the cases.  Arrests were effected in 51.3% of the cases. In 99.5% of these 
cases the offenders were males and in 0.5% females. 
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(23.1%), the Western Cape (21.8%), KwaZulu-Natal (19.3%) and the Eastern Cape (10.9%). 
Compared to rape, a smaller proportion of the victims were Africans (67.4%), while Coloureds 
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victims were aged between 18 and 29 years  (57.3%), followed by those aged between 30 to 39 
years (24.0%), 40 to 49 years (9.7%), 50 to 59 years (5.0%), 60 to 69 years (2.6%) and 70 years 
and older (1.4%).  In 52.7% of the cases offenders were arrested, of whom 98.5% were male and 
1.5% female. 
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Western Cape (20.4%), Gauteng (15.0%), North West (12.6%) and KwaZulu-Natal (11.9%).  Of the 
women involved, 78.3% were African, 16.9% Coloured, 3.9% white and 0.9% Asian. The majority of 
victims (53.1%) were aged between 18 and 29 years, while 23.4% were between 30 and 39 years, 
11.1% between 40 and 49 years, 6.9% between 50 and 59 years, 2.8% between 60 and 69 years 
and 2.6% were 70 years and older. In 63.3% of the cases offenders were charged, of whom 97.6% 
were male and 2.4% female.

The provinces with the highest incidence of assault GBH on women were Gauteng (21.2%), the 
Western Cape (18.0%), KwaZulu-Natal (16.0%) and the Eastern Cape (15.0%). A total of 83.1% of 
the victims were African, 15.0% Coloured, 1.4% white and 0.5% Asian. The age group between 18 
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by victims aged between 30 and 39 years (31.8%), 40 to 49 years (17.2%), 50 to 59 years (6.8%), 
60 to 69 years (2.0%) and victims 70 years and older (1.0% of the cases). In 83.9% of the cases 
offenders were charged, of whom 74.2% were male and 25.8% female.  

Common assaults on women were reported largely in the Western Cape (29.1%), followed by 
Gauteng (25.4%), KwaZulu-Natal (13.3%) and the Free State (8.9%).  The majority of the victims 
(68.6%) were African, 23.9% Coloured, 5.4% white and 2.1% Asian.  A considerable number of 
victims (43.1%) were between 18 and 29 years of age, 31.5% between 30 and 39 years, 14.5% 
between 40 and 49 years, 7.2% between 50 and 59 years, 2.7% between 60 and 69 years and 1.1%  
were 70 years and older. In 63.6% of the cases offenders were arrested, of whom 79.9% were male 
and 20.1% female.     
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7.1.4.2 CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
  
Nearly half of the cases of attempted murder on children (47.5%) were reported in the Western 
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parts were used in 22.2% of the cases. Of the victims 50.0% were African, 37.5% Coloured and 
12.5% Asian. The majority of child victims of attempted murder were male (70.0%) and 30.0% were 
female. Most of the victims (70.0%) were aged between 13 and 17 years of age, with 60.0% of all 
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87.0% were male and 13.0% female. 

KwaZulu-Natal accounted for 21.9% of the children who fell victim to rape, followed by Gauteng 
(20.3%), the Eastern Cape (14.1) and the Western Cape (12.4%). The majority of victims (85.7%) 
were African, 11.0% Coloured, 2.7% white and 0.6% Asian. Girls were the primary victims of rape 
(89.8%), while boys were raped in 10.2% of the reported cases. The age group most targeted were 
���=������������+�!����� "K+;�J&>� �����=����!� ����'������'����
?� ������!����� "��;ZJ&����� ����
'������'���	���!���������!���'���"Z;�J&;�$�������=��������
����
��K+;�J��������
����;�<��������
majority of arrested offenders (98.9%) were males and 1.1% were females. The highest number of 
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Gauteng (16.3%) and the Eastern Cape (10.9%). As seen in respect of crimes against women, the 
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rape, with 55.7% of the victims being African children, followed by 27.4% Coloured victims, 15.3% 
white victims and 1.6% Asian victims. The majority of victims were female children (84.7%) and 
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(16.6%). In 53.7% of the cases offenders were arrested, of whom 97.9% were males and 2.1% 
females. 
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followed by Gauteng (20.3%), KwaZulu-Natal (13.0%), North West (12.3%) and the Eastern Cape 
(11.3%). Of the children, 70.7% were African, 18.3% Coloured, 10.0% white and 1.0% Asian. A total 
of 85.7% of the children were female and 14.3% male. The majority of victims (64.3%) were aged 
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younger. In 59.3% of the cases offenders were charged, of whom 99.4% were males and 0.6% 
females.

The Western Cape recorded the largest proportion (21.3%) of children falling victim to assault GBH, 
followed by KwaZulu-Natal (16.4%), Gauteng (15.6%) and the Eastern Cape (13.7%). The majority 
of the victims were African children (71.7%), followed by Coloured (25.2%), Asian (1.6%) and white 
children (1.5%). More than two-thirds (67.2%) of the victims were males, while 32.8% were girls. 
The age group between 13 and 17 years were the most vulnerable and accounted for 75.0% of the 
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82.7% were males and 17.3% females. 

According to the statistics, the highest number of common assaults on children were recorded in the 
Western Cape (38.1%), followed by Gauteng (17.0%), KwaZulu-Natal (13.2%) and the Free State 
(8.3%). A large proportion of the victims (48.8%) were African children, 41.5% were Coloured, 5.9% 
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namely 52.7% males and 47.3% females. The majority of victims (70.2%) were aged between 13 
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53.3% of the cases offenders were arrested, of whom 75.0% were males and 25.0% females. 
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7.1.4.2.1 CHILDREN ASSAULTED AT SCHOOLS

GRAPH 20: ASSAULT OF CHILDREN AT SCHOOLS: 2016/2017 FINANCIAL YEAR

Graph 20 above shows a statistical analysis of cases of assault committed at schools during the 
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assault GBH and 2 330 cases of common assault were reported during this period. A majority of the 
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as such, while 8.2% occurred at a school hostel, 1.5% at an after-school centre and 6.7% at a play 
school or crèche. Most of the cases of assault GBH (83.0%) also occurred inside a school building 
or on the school premises, with 12.5% occurring at a school hostel, 0.2% at an after-school centre 
and 4.3% at a play school or crèche. As far as common assault is concerned, 91.5% of the reported 
incidents were perpetrated inside a school building or on the school premises, 4.6% at a school 
hostel, 0.2% at an after-school centre and 3.7% at a play school or crèche. It is thus clear that 
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From the above it is clear that crimes against women and children are a serious issue with its own 
dynamics, differing from province to province and necessitating more in-depth analysis.

7.1.5 COMMON ROBBERY 
 
As indicated in Graph 21, 53 418 counts of common robbery were reported during 2016/2017. This 
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common robbery decreased by 17.1% or 10 999 counts during the past decade. During 2016/2017 
the ratio per 100 000 of the population for common robbery was calculated at 95.7, compared to 
98.4 during 2015/2016. 
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GRAPH 21 COMMON ROBBERY: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD 

The distinction between common robbery and robbery with aggravating circumstances lies in the 
instrument used to commit the crime. In common robbery only physical force using a body part or a 
threat to do so is applied to deprive the victim of his or her property, while in robbery with aggravating 
circumstances a weapon of some kind is used to hurt or threaten the victim and force the latter to 
part with property in his or her custody. 

Analysis in a number of provinces revealed that the incidence of common robbery is higher over 
weekends, with 55.7% of common robberies in Mpumalanga, 52.2% in the Eastern Cape, 49.7% 
in KwaZulu-Natal and 47.5% of cases in the Western Cape being perpetrated over weekends. 
A higher incidence of common robbery was also noted from early afternoons until midnight, with 
34.9% of cases occurring between 15:00 and 21:00 in the Western Cape, as did 46.6% between 
16:00 and 24:00 in Mpumalanga and 39.3% between 15:00 and 21:00 in the Eastern Cape. The 
�
'����
�

���
�����������������!��������������
����
��]����
���
����������������
��>����
�
�
����
����������?���
��������������
�
�������

�
������
���
����

������������!�������?
��������������!��
and at the indicated times. These include increased numbers of persons on the streets and utilising 
public transport, higher volumes of goods of value available and persons taking home weekly or 
monthly salaries. Victims often fall prey to suspects when coming from work and walking alone 
towards their residences, or moving around during the night between their residences and places of 
social entertainment. In Limpopo young victims in particular are attacked late at night in the villages 
=�������!�'�������!�������
�'��������������������������������������������
�������'
�'�;

Common robbery is mainly perpetrated on the streets, particularly in CBD areas where high numbers 
of people are present. Densely populated areas make it easier for offenders to disappear among 
the masses and evade apprehension. It was e.g. found in the Northern Cape that the Kimberley 
police precinct contributed 34.8% to the total number of common robberies committed in that 
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the greater Bloemfontein area were committed within the Park Road policing precinct that includes 
the Bloemfontein CBD area. Analysis conducted in Mpumalanga indicated that 53.8% of common 
robberies were committed on the streets, 7.7% in parking areas and 7.3% at bars, taverns or 
shebeens. The latter again emphasises the impact the use of alcohol has on the vulnerability of 
people who become victims of crime. The use of alcohol by victims also makes them less vigilant 
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against possible robberies. In areas where institutions of higher education or associated residences 
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being robbed of their cellular telephones, i-pads or laptop computers. 
     
Analysis conducted in the Western and Eastern Cape revealed that the gender distribution amongst 
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the Western Cape and 59.1% males and 40.9% females in the Eastern Cape. This tendency may be 
����
���������������
���������������������'������������
������������������������]�
�
�'�������
����
��
when targeted by perpetrators who are overwhelmingly males (96.7% in the Eastern Cape). Most of 
the victims are young adults who are working or studying, are socially active and tend to have the 
items most sought after by criminals in their possession. In Mpumalanga 68.9% of the victims were 
aged between 18 and 39 years, while in the Eastern Cape 48.2% were between 17 and 34 years of 
age. In KwaZulu-Natal the gender of the offenders were also predominantly male and aged between 
15 and 43 years. In the Eastern Cape it was found that 87.1% of offenders were aged between 17 
and 34 years, with 58.0% being between 17 and 25 years old.

In most instances of common robbery it was found that the victims were robbed of items that are 
either easy to carry off by the offender or easy to sell for cash. It is thus no surprise that the most 
common items robbed were cellular telephones, i-pads, laptop computers, cash, jewellery and even 
groceries. 

GRAPH 22: COMMON ROBBERY: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

As indicated in Graph 22, the incidence of common robbery decreased in four provinces and 
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State (4.9% or 112 counts), Gauteng (3.8% or 684 counts) and KwaZulu-Natal (2.9% or 219 counts). 
The highest increases occurred in the Northern Cape (11.7% or 158 counts), Mpumalanga (7.4% or 
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in Gauteng, Limpopo and the Northern Cape. 

7.1.6 ROBBERY WITH AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES

As already indicated, robbery with aggravating circumstances occurs when an offender uses any 
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harm in order to gain control over the property, as the mere threat to use the weapon already 
constitutes robbery with aggravating circumstances. The category of robbery with aggravating 
circumstances also includes the subcategories of robbery at residential premises, robbery at non-
residential premises, carjacking, truck hijacking, robbery of cash in transit and bank robbery, which 
are discussed later in the report.

During 2016/2017, 140 956 counts of robbery with aggravating circumstances were reported, an 
increase of 6.4% or 8 429 counts compared to 2015/2016. Since 2012/2013 robbery with aggravating 
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GRAPH 23: ROBBERY WITH AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR 
PERIOD 

The largest segment of robbery with aggravating circumstances consists of so-called street robbery, 
which includes all armed robberies outside the above subcategories. These “street robberies” 
include incidents in which victims are robbed while on the streets, in open spaces, parking areas, 
etc, either moving from one place to another or busy performing duties in such areas, e.g. delivering 
goods or installing or repairing infrastructure. Robbery of cellular telephones is one of the main 
contributors to the statistics of robbery with aggravating circumstances. However, it also includes 
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OR Tambo International Airport and robbing them of large amounts of cash and other valuable 
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during the period 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017 in Gauteng found that 161 cases of armed robbery 
on members of the public occurred either within the perimeter of the airport, while travelling to or 
from the airport, or upon arrival at destinations away from the airport. 

Another worrying crime trend resorting under robbery with aggravating circumstances is the so-
called “associated robberies” during which members of the public are robbed either on their way 
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machines (ATM’s) and cash in transit robberies and only pertain to incidents during which victims 
are robbed in their private capacity or employees visiting a bank on behalf of their employers are 
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system revealed 918 such incidents. During 77.0% of these incidents the victims were followed from 
a bank after withdrawing money, in 22.8% they were robbed on the way to the bank to deposit money 
and in 0.2% of the incidents it was not possible to establish such information from the available data. 
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(15.6%) and the Western Cape (8.8%). Although the police station at which the incident was reported 
is not necessarily an indication that the crime was committed within that precinct, it still provides 
an indication of which areas are most vulnerable to this crime tendency and the possibility that 
criminal groupings perpetrate the crimes in these areas. The precinct in which the largest number 
of incidents was reported, is Pinetown in KwaZulu-Natal where 28 such incidents were reported. 
A further 11 incidents were reported at Westville and 10 at Umbilo in that province. Precincts in 
Gauteng where 10 or more incidents were reported, include Midrand (16), Silverton (16), Akasia 
(15), Soshanguve (13), Vosloorus (11) and Alberton, Ga-Rankuwa and Kempton Park (10 incidents 
each). At Rustenburg in North West 18 incidents were reported, while a further 10 incidents were 
reported at Witbank in Mpumalanga. The value of the money robbed during the period under review 
ranges from R1 000 to more than a million rand per incident, meaning that millions of rand were 
robbed in the 918 analysed cases. 

The above two tendencies have the potential to escalate into other forms of aggravated robbery, 
such as robbery at residential and non-residential premises or carjacking. It had already in the past 
culminated in the murder of victims.  
     
GRAPH 24: ROBBERY WITH AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

As indicated in Graph 24, robbery with aggravating circumstances increased in all nine provinces 
during 2016/2017. The most prominent increases were recorded in Mpumalanga (11.8% or 706 
counts), North West (11.7% or 736 counts), the Northern Cape (8.5% or 118 counts) and Gauteng 
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State and the Northern Cape.
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7.1.6.1 CARJACKING

GRAPH 25: CARJACKING: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

As illustrated in the graph above, 16 717 counts of carjacking were reported during 2016/2017, 
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reached its highest level during the past decade in 2016/2017 with an overall increase of 18.1% or       
2 565 counts compared to 2007/2008. 

Carjacking not only refers to sedans, but also include sport utility vehicles (SUV’s), minibuses, 
motorcycles, light delivery vehicles (LDV’s) and small trucks with a loading capacity of 3 500 kg or 
less. An analysis of 327 cases of carjacking reported during the period April to September 2017 at 
the 30 stations recording the highest incidence of carjacking revealed that of the top 30 stations, 18 
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Cape. The analysis indicated that vulnerability to carjacking is more or less the same on all days 
of the week, ranging between 15.6% and 12.2% on different days of the week. However, individual 
analysis conducted in some of the provinces indicated that a higher incidence of carjacking is evident 
over weekends, during which 51.4% of the incidents in the Western Cape, 50.5% in Mpumalanga 
and 51.7% in the Eastern Cape occurred. In KwaZulu-Natal a higher incidence of carjacking was, 
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incidence occurred from Thursdays to Saturdays. The most prevalent time of occurrence was 
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analysis. During the above periods, victims are normally returning home from work, socialising, 
travelling in their vehicles between their homes and places of entertainment, sitting in their vehicles 
parked on the streets or in open spaces and conversing with others or relieving themselves at the 
side of the road. The  analysis  found that a considerable number of the incidents occurred while the 
victims were driving a vehicle (18.0% of the cases), followed by incidents in which the victims were 
sitting in a static vehicle parked along a street (16.8%), while vehicles were stationary on a street 
(14.0%), while vehicles were stationary at robots, stop signs or an intersection (11.9%), while the 
victims were sitting inside a vehicle outside the yard in the street or talking to somebody (11.6%) and 
on driveways at the victims’ residences (9.1% of the incidents). In the majority of incidents (75.0%) 
the victims were alone when hijacked. 
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of cases analysed in Mpumalanga, 87.5% in KwaZulu-Natal and 79.9% in Gauteng. In only 1.1% of 
the cases in Gauteng the victims were shot. It was also reported from Gauteng that the SAPS are 
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used during an incident of carjacking was real or not.

During the national analysis it was found that sedan or hatchback vehicles were hijacked in 65.5% 
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in 7.3% and SUV’s in 1.8% of cases. The majority of the hijacked vehicles (77.1%) were privately 
owned, 20.4% were company vehicles and the remaining 2.5% were either government or rented 
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registration revealed that newer model vehicles were mainly targeted during carjackings. A total of 
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were between 2001 and 2005 and 11.6% between 1996 and 2000. In 61.7% of the cases in which 
the information could be obtained from the dockets, the hijacked vehicles were insured and in 54.5% 
security devices were installed in the vehicle, with 92.5% of the latter being tracking devices. 

At the time of the analysis, 57.9% of the hijacked vehicles were recovered, 61.6% of the latter within 
24 hours and a further 25.8% within seven days. A total of 97.4% of these vehicles were recovered in 
the same provinces in which they were hijacked. The importance of a tracking device in the recovery 
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through a tracking device, while in 25.8% the vehicles were found abandoned and in 21.6% of cases 
recovered during routine patrols. The majority of recovered vehicles (68.9%) were recovered in their 
original condition, while 17.4% were found with accident damage. 

From the analysis it is clear that all age groups were targeted during carjackings, with 88.7% of 
the victims aged between 18 and 49 years and 11.3% being 50 years and older. The majority of 
victims (89.3%) were males and only 10.7% were females. In the majority of cases (70.1%) two or 
three perpetrators were involved, while four suspects were involved in 15.0% and single offenders 
in 5.8% of the cases. The majority of the arrested offenders were males (95.2%) and unemployed 
(66.7%). An analysis done in the Eastern Cape also found that almost all of the offenders (98.9%) 
were males. 

From the analysis the conclusion can be drawn that in a substantial number of cases of carjacking 
the perpetrators were not interested in the vehicles as such, but rather in items that were either 
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in the Western Cape which indicated that during the hijacking of delivery vehicles, in particular 
those transporting cigarettes, the main target were the commodities transported or cash received 
from clients and secured in safes inside the vehicles, not the vehicles as such. Vehicles belonging 
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also targeted. The vehicles were forced to drive to certain places while all passengers were robbed 
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involved the kidnapping of victims with the hijacked vehicles. The victims were only released after 
the tracking units had been removed. Suspects were also targeting vehicle dealerships. Pretending 
to be interested in buying the vehicles, the latter are hijacked during test drives.
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GRAPH 26: CARJACKING: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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highest increases occurred in Mpumalanga (28.8% or 181 counts), KwaZulu-Natal (21.5% or 536 
counts) and Gauteng (16.9% or 1 243 counts). Decreases were recorded in the Northern Cape 
(38.3% or 18 counts), the Free State (9.3% or 24 counts) and the Eastern Cape (0.1% or a single 
count). The decrease in the Northern Cape followed upon a 213.3% spike during 2015/2016 resulting 
from a spate of hijackings of British American Tobacco (BAT) vehicles that has since abated. The 
present decrease in the Free State followed upon the preceding decrease in carjacking during 
2015/2016.
 
7.1.6.2 TRUCK HIJACKING

GRAPH 27:  TRUCK HIJACKING: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD
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As indicated in Graph 27, the incidence of truck hijacking stabilised at 1 183 counts during 2016/2017, 
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over the past ten years.
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times at which most truck hijackings were perpetrated. A considerable number of cases of truck 
hijacking in KwaZulu-Natal occurred on Thursdays (26.0%), Tuesdays (18.0%) and Fridays (17.0%) 
and in Mpumalanga most of the incidents (58.4%) took place on Wednesdays and Thursdays, while 
in the Eastern Cape 23.0% of incidents occurred on Tuesdays, 17.0% on Wednesdays and 16.0% on 
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factors such as the type of trucks targeted, the place where these were hijacked and the modus 
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on Thursdays between 12:00 to 15:59 and 20:00 to 23:59, on Fridays between 08:00 and 11:59 and 
on Tuesday between 20:00 and 23:59. In Mpumalanga 73.0% of the trucks were hijacked between 
16:00 and 23:59, while in the Eastern Cape most trucks were hijacked from 00:00 to 02:59, followed 
by the periods between 12:00 and 15:00 and then 09:00 and 12:00. 
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74.0% in Mpumalanga and 74.1% in Gauteng. A sample of 147 cases of truck hijacking analysed 
in Gauteng established that in 30.6% of the cases the truck was hijacked while driving along a 
street or highway, in 22.4% of the cases while stationary on a street or highway and in 16.3% at a 
stop street, robot or railway crossing. Criminals thus hijack trucks irrespective of whether these are 
mobile or static. Mpumalanga reported that most of the incidents in the province were perpetrated 
along national roads or feeder roads to national roads such as the N4, N12, R35, R23 and the N3. 
Information supplied by the Operational Command Centre in KwaZulu-Natal indicated that bread 
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daily routes. Bread trucks have cash safes inside and these are being targeted by criminals. In 
many instances the trucks are afterwards taken to another point and abandoned. The intention of 
the suspects is merely to rob the trucks of particular sundry goods or the cash. The most common 
modus operandi is that one to four suspects hold the truck driver and other occupants at gunpoint, 
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then abandon the vehicle. In almost all truck hijackings in KwaZulu-Natal the goods carried on the 
truck were the actual target and not the truck itself. However, in 40.8% of the analysed cases in 
Gauteng only the trucks were taken, while in 27.9% of the cases the truck and its cargo were taken. 
The high percentage of cases in which only the trucks are taken, may be an indication of organised 
criminal groupings specialising in the illegal trade of hijacked trucks. The cargo taken during truck 
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provinces during 2016/2017. In the Northern Cape no truck hijacking was reported, compared to two 
incidents during 2015/2016. Decreases were also reported in the Free State (36.9% or 24 counts), 
Mpumalanga (8.2% or 16 counts) and Gauteng (3.9% or 27 counts). The highest increases occurred 
in Limpopo (80.0% or 12 counts), the Eastern Cape (51.9% or 28 counts) and the Western Cape 
(26.1% or 12 counts). During 2015/2016 increases were reported in the Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-
Natal, Mpumalanga and the Northern Cape.
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GRAPH 28: TRUCK HIJACKING: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

7.1.6.3 ROBBERY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES
 
As illustrated in Graph 29, 22 343 counts of robbery at residential premises were recorded during 
2016/2017, an increase of 7.3% or 1 523 counts compared to 2015/2016. Despite decreases in 
robbery at residential premises during 2010/2011 and 2011/2012, it increased by 54.3% or 7 862 
counts during the past ten years.

GRAPH 29: ROBBERY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD
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To be robbed in one’s own residence and facing the danger of being raped, seriously injured or even 
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In the Western Cape the top 10 stations contributing a collective 47.4% to all cases of robbery at 
residential premises also include areas housing the poorest of the poor and made more vulnerable 
by an almost complete absence of any security measures. A similar situation is believed to prevail 
in the other provinces.

What makes robbery at residential premises, or house robbery as it is commonly referred to, even 
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unawares. According to analysis conducted in the Eastern Cape, 50.1% of incidents are reported 
over weekends. The same tendency was observed in the Western Cape. However, in Mpumalanga 
and KwaZulu-Natal the incidence of robbery at residential premises is more evenly distributed 
throughout the week. Most of the incidents occurred during the dark hours of the night when most 
people are supposed to be in bed. Analysis conducted in Mpumalanga found that 72.3% of the 
incidents occurred between 20:00 to 04:00, while other analyses revealed that 62.0% of the cases 
in KwaZulu-Natal took place between 20:00 and 03:00 and 41.3% of the cases in the Western Cape 
between 21:00 to 03:00. The peak incidence in the Eastern Cape was between 00:00 and 03:00. 
The analysis conducted in the Eastern Cape further indicated an about even distribution of male 
and female victims in the province, where 54.8% of the victims were males and 45.2% females. 
Although a large proportion of the victims (42.2%) were aged between 17 and 34 years, all the age 
groups were targeted. Most of the offenders (98.3%) were males and the majority (54.7%) were 
aged between 17 and 25 years. The analysis conducted in KwaZulu-Natal indicated that suspects 
in cases of robbery at residential premises mostly operated in groups of two to three members and 
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were targeted at their rooms and usually robbed of laptops and cellular telephones, but in some 
instances were also raped. 
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used, as was also the case in 57.8% of incidents in Gauteng and 59.0% in Mpumalanga. The 
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39.5% of cases in Gauteng the offenders gained forced entry, but in 14.3% of the cases the victims 
themselves gave the offenders access to the premises. The latter may indicate that false pretences 
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investigating a crime. 

Information obtained from the Operational Command Centre in KwaZulu-Natal indicated that 
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During 2016/2017 robbery at residential premises increased in seven of the nine provinces. The 
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(21.1% or 225 counts), the Free State (13.2% or 102 counts) and Gauteng (10.6% or 835 counts). 
Decreases were recorded in Limpopo (0.8% or nine counts) and the Western Cape (0.5% or 14 
counts). 
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GRAPH 30: ROBBERY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

7.1.6.4 ROBBERY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES
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used for residential purposes. It thus not only covers businesses, but also includes robberies 
occurring at educational premises, places of devotion, government institutions, medical facilities, 
etc. Due to the type of services rendered by businesses and other institutions mentioned above, 
these have to be easily accessible to their clients, which negatively impacts on security measures 
such as access control.     

GRAPH 31: ROBBERY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD
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As depicted in Graph 31, 20 680 counts of robbery at non-residential premises were reported during 
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counts. Since 2007/2008 the incidence of robbery at non-residential premises has continuously 
increased to peak during 2016/2017. The result is an increase of 110.2% or 10 844 counts over the 
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Analyses done in various provinces indicate that the largest proportion of robbery at non-residential 
premises occurs at informal businesses. In the Western Cape it was found that 44.2% of all such 
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foreigners - mainly from Somalia. An analysis of 512 cases of robbery at non-residential premises 
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businesses owned by foreigners. In the Motherwell cluster, which recorded the highest incidence 
of robbery at non-residential premises in the Eastern Cape, 55.0% of incidents occurred at informal 
businesses. The mushrooming of informal businesses and the vulnerability occasioned by their 
unusual business hours (remaining open till two o’clock in the morning) and a lack of proper security 
is a direct contributor to the increase in the incidence of robbery at non-residential premises. Foreign 
nationals keeping large amounts of cash on their premises as a result of not using proper banking 
facilities (often due to their status as undocumented immigrants) make informal businesses an even 
more lucrative attraction to criminals.
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during robberies range in order of preference from convenience stores or superettes to clothing 
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supermarkets, fuel service stations and cellular telephone shops. Analysis in Gauteng and KwaZulu-
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in predominantly rural areas posed an additional concern. Information obtained from the Petroleum 
Security Initiative (PSI) indicated that petrol stations and convenience shops were a popular target 
for criminals. According to the latter information a total of 705 crime incidents taking place at the 
above type of premises were reported to the PSI during the period 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017. 
A large number of these incidents were reported in Gauteng (41.1%), followed by KwaZulu-Natal 
(19.3%), the Eastern Cape (10.1%), Mpumalanga (7.8%) and Limpopo (6.5%). A total of 59.1% 
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incidents during which the cash management system (CMS) at petrol stations were opened or 
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inside the convenience stores. The ATM’s were opened or attempts were made to open these with 
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further 4.4% of the mentioned incidents. The information also revealed that a total of 99 individuals 
were injured during the incidents and 12 were fatally injured. Petrol stations and convenience stores 
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close late, as well as in some instances being located in isolated areas. The perception that large 
amounts of cash are available at these premises also serves to attract criminals. 

Analysis done in the provinces indicated that the days on which robbery at non-residential premises 
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perpetrated on Fridays, followed by Thursdays and Mondays, which collectively accounted for 
44.4% of incidents in the province. In the Eastern Cape the highest incidence was on Fridays and 
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between 18:00 and 21:00, 40.1% in the Eastern Cape between 15:00 and 21:00, 46.0% of incidents 
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in KwaZulu-Natal between 16:00 and 23:59 and 23.7% in Mpumalanga between 16:00 and 20:00. 
Other time frames with a higher incidence were the period between 12:00 to15:00 in the Western 
Cape and the Eastern Cape and the period from 08:00 to 12:00 in Mpumalanga. From the above 
the conclusion could be drawn that businesses are more vulnerable at opening and closing times 
and in the case of businesses trading 24 hours during the late hours of the night and early hours of 
the morning.
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or threaten the victims. Firearms were used in 83.6% of the incidents in the Eastern Cape, 81.6% in 
Mpumalanga, 77.6% in Gauteng and 76.4% in KwaZulu-Natal. Although only 50.1% of all incidents 
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than in other provinces. The analyses done in KwaZulu-Natal, Gauteng, Mpumalanga and the 
Northern Cape indicated that the items most commonly robbed at informal businesses were cash, 

������������������>��
]���������
��
���������������������
�������
���>�
���������]�
�����>��
��
��>�
cigarettes, cellular telephones and electrical appliances. 

The analysis done in KwaZulu-Natal indicated that the criminals robbing non-residential premises 
mainly operated in smaller groups of between two and seven members. In a number of instances 
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at all costs. The analysis done in the Eastern Cape revealed that 98.9% of known offenders in the 
province were males and only 1.1% females. A matter of serious concern is that the same analysis 
found that 55.5% of the known offenders were aged between 17 and 25 years and a further 33.3% 
between 26 and 34 years. This means that 88.8% of all offenders in the province were young adult 
males. Although unemployment does not necessarily force people to commit crime, the link between 
these phenomena cannot be ignored.
      
GRAPH 32: ROBBERY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

As illustrated in Graph 32, increases in the incidence of robbery at non-residential premises were 
recorded in seven provinces and decreases in two provinces during 2016/2017. The highest 
increases were recorded in the Free State (28.7% or 217 counts), the Northern Cape (17.8% or 46 
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counts) and Mpumalanga (12.9% or 202 counts). Decreases occurred in the Western Cape (4.3% 
or 84 counts) and Limpopo (2.9% or 52 counts). During 2015/2016 decreases were recorded in the 
Eastern Cape, Free State, North West and the Western Cape.
  
7.1.6.5 ROBBERY OF CASH IN TRANSIT 

Robbery of cash in transit (also known as CIT robbery) only refers to incidents in which members 
of security companies registered to transport cash for clients, normally between the client and a 
bank or vice versa, are robbed while transporting such cash. If individuals in their private capacity or 
owners or employees of businesses are robbed of cash while en route to or from a bank, the charge 
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and plan the heists long in advance. Even the vehicles to be used are normally hijacked or stolen 
in advance.  

Graph 33 below indicates that 152 counts of robbery of cash in transit were reported during 2016/2017, 
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or 242 counts over the ten-year period between 2007/2008 and 2016/2017. 

GRAPH 33:  ROBBERY OF CASH IN TRANSIT: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD 

An analysis of information on CIT robberies reported to the South African Bank Risk Information 
Centre (SABRIC) during the period 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017 revealed that the perpetrators 
were successful in 78.7% and failed in 21.3% of the attempts to rob the cash being transported. The 
different types of cash in transit robberies depend on the places where the crime occurs and have 
their own dynamics. According to the information reported to SABRIC, most of the incidents (53.6%) 
occurred while the security guards were on their way from a merchant’s premises to the armoured 
vehicle or the other way around (so-called cross-pavement robbery), followed by 18.3% of incidents 
while the armoured vehicles were travelling (so-called vehicle-on-road robbery), at a merchants or 
client’s premises (14.8%) and at an ATM site (7.2%). A considerable number of the incidents were 
reported on Mondays (30.8%), followed by Saturdays (18.3%) and Tuesdays (12.5%). The high 
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incidence on Mondays can be attributed to increased turnover of businesses over weekends when 
most people do their shopping and more money is spent at places of entertainment, resulting in 
larger amounts of money deposited on Mondays. Although CIT robbery occurs around the clock, the 
highest number of incidents (35.6%) took place between 09:00 and 11:59, followed by the period 
12:00 to 14:59 (24.9%) and the period 06:00 to 08:59 (19.4%). However, although most cash in 
transit robberies occurred between 09:00 and 15:00, the picture differs with regard to incidents 
in which CIT vehicles were robbed while on the road. Most of these cases occurred early in the 
morning, late in the afternoon and early in the evening, with 20.8% of incidents happening between 
06:00 and 08:59, 18.8% between 15:00 and 17:59 and 25.0% between 18:00 and 20:59. 
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or members of law enforcement agencies were injured in 22.8% of the incidents and security guards 
and/or civilians killed in 2.7% of the incidents. In 1.9% of the incidents the suspects poured petrol 
over armoured vehicles and threatened to set these alight if the security guards did not give them 
access to the money in the safes of the vehicles. In a further 6.1% of the incidents the suspects 
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all occurred when CIT vehicles were targeted while on the road.

GRAPH 34: ROBBERY OF CASH IN TRANSIT: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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2016/2017 decreases in the incidence of robbery of cash in transit occurred in three provinces and 
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in the Eastern Cape (42.1% or eight counts) and Limpopo (23.1% or three counts). Increases were 
recorded in the Free State (140.0% or seven counts), the Western Cape (45.8% or 11 counts), 
Mpumalanga (22.2% or four counts), KwaZulu-Natal (19.0% or four counts) and Gauteng (3.1% or 
one count). During 2015/2016 decreases were noted in the Free State, Gauteng and North West. 

7.1.6.6 BANK ROBBERY

Bank robbery refers to incidents in which banks are robbed during the normal business hours of 
such banks. If clients are robbed within a bank, it does not constitute bank robbery. Depending on 
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after normal banking hours and cash or other valuable items are stolen will, again depending on the 
circumstances, constitute the crime of robbery at non-residential premises (if guards or other people 
were neutralised to gain access to the bank) or simply burglary at non-residential premises.

GRAPH 35: BANK ROBBERY: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

As indicated in Graph 35, bank robbery reached its lowest level during 2016/2017 at only three 
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of 2013/2014 when bank robbery increased from seven to 21 counts, annual decreases in the 
incidence of bank robbery occurred over the past ten years, from 144 counts in 2007/2008 to only 
three counts in 2016/2017.
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gains as a result of more stringent measures implemented by banks to limit losses. The criminals 
rather opt for cash in transit robbery or the bombing of ATM’s, cash management systems or safes 
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As indicated in Graph 36 below, single incidents of bank robbery were reported in Gauteng, the 
Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal during 2016/17. During 2015/2016 three counts were reported 
in North West, two in Gauteng and a single count in Mpumalanga. During both 2015/2016 and 
2016/2017 no incidents occurred in the Northern Cape, Western Cape, Limpopo and the Free State. 



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE CRIME STATISTICS 2016/2017

46

GRAPH 36: BANK ROBBERY: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

7.1.7 SEXUAL OFFENCES
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well as attempts to commit such offences - were created. As some of the subcategories are crimes 
detected as a result of police action, a decision was taken to remove these offences from the broad 
category of contact crime and include them as a fourth category under the broad category of crime 
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seriously hampered by the high number of cases withdrawn by the victims themselves, or by public 
prosecutors as a result of the lack of cooperation by victims. 

It stands to reason that much still remains to be done by the authorities to improve the social fabric 
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and other community forums, to increase respect for women and the bodies of others. The socio-
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GRAPH 37: SEXUAL OFFENCES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD
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GRAPH 38: SEXUAL OFFENCES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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Increases were recorded in North West (3.9% or 162 counts) and Gauteng (0.6% or 56 counts) - see 
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Free State (11.2% or 440 counts), the Eastern Cape (8.5% or 747 counts) and the Northern Cape 
(7.7% or 132 counts). During 2015/2016 increases were noted in Limpopo and the Northern Cape.     

7.1.7.1 RAPE

During 2016/2017 a total of 39 828 counts of rape were reported, a decrease of 4.0% or 1 675 counts 
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nine years, the number of reported cases decreased by 14.6% or 6 819 counts. The ratio for rape 
per 100 000 of the population stood at 71.3 during 2016/2017, compared to 75.5 during 2015/2016.

GRAPH 39: RAPE: TREND OVER NINE-YEAR PERIOD

    
A national analysis of 344 cases of rape registered during the period 1 April to 31 September 2016 
at the 30 stations recording the highest number of rape incidents revealed that 98.9% of the victims 
were females and 1.1% males. A third of the latter referred to male-on-male rapes in places of 
incarceration. Young people are most at risk of being raped and 49.6% of the victims whose ages 
could be established, were aged 19 years or younger. A total of 9.1% of the victims were nine years 
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number of the offenders (41.1%) aged between 20 and 29 years, followed by 22.7% aged between 
30 and 39 years and 18.4% aged between 10 and 19 years . The majority of very young perpetrators 
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conditions. 

Most of the rapes were committed over weekends, namely 28.0% of cases on Sundays and 26.5% 
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and 20:59. This is a time when a high number of females are on the streets, either on their way home 
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time slots between 12:00 and 17:59 also featured prominently, with 28.9% of incidents occurring 
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perpetrated between 00:00 and 02:59 were probably on their way home after a night out when they 
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of the analysis, 24.7% of the victims had consumed alcohol and 6.9% drugs before being raped. Of 
the arrested offenders, 50.0% had according to available evidence consumed alcohol and 11.1% 
drugs prior to committing the rape.

The most common place where the rapes occurred was at the offender’s residence (37.2%), followed 
by open areas such as on the streets, in bushy areas, open spaces, sports grounds, etc (26.5%) 
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Limpopo. The most prominent place where victims from new-born babies up to 39 years of age were 
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at their own residences. The second most common place where victims aged between 10 and 29 
years of age were raped, was in open areas. This also relates to the vulnerability of this age group 
due to their daily activities and patterns of social behaviour. 

In 60.5% of the cases the offenders’ initial approach to gain control over their victims was to physically 
overpower the latter, followed by asking or offering assistance (16.0%). In 4.4% of the cases the 
victim was raped during the commission of another crime such as robbery. Although knives were 
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the cases merely used to threaten or scare the victims, as only four victims (1.1%) sustained stab 
wounds and one victim (0.3%) a gunshot wound.

It was further established that 58.5% of the arrested offenders were in one or another way known to 
their victims, but 41.5% were total strangers. The larger proportion (34.1%) of the known offenders 
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of their victims. The latter were also involved in the 10.2% of rape cases found to be domestic-
related. A comparison of the relationship between victim and offender and the place where the rape 
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likely to commit rape at the residences of their victims.

The counts of rape registered during 2016/2017 decreased in seven provinces and increased in 
two provinces as depicted in the graph below. Increases were recorded in North West (5.3% or 182 
counts) and Gauteng (1.2% or 95 counts). The most notable decreases were recorded in the Free 
State (11.7% or 357 counts), the Northern Cape (11.2% or 144 counts) and Limpopo (11.0% or 410 
counts). During 2015/2016 increases were reported in Limpopo and the Northern Cape.
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GRAPH 40: RAPE: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

7.1.7.2 SEXUAL ASSAULT        
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at 11.2 during 2016/2017, a decrease compared to 2015/2016.

GRAPH 41: SEXUAL ASSAULT: TREND OVER NINE-YEAR PERIOD
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the nine provinces found that 54.9% of the victims were African, 28.5% Coloured, 13.4% white and 
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29.3% Coloured, 12.8% white and 3.8% Asian. The differences noted between the racial distribution 
of victims and offenders and the census data may be attributed to a difference in perceptions among 
the different racial groups regarding what is viewed as acceptable behaviour and what not. It may 
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assault is mainly an intra-racial type of crime involving people known to one another. According to 
the analysis only 14.3% of the offenders were strangers to their victims.

As in the case of rape, most of the victims were females (89.3%) and only 10.7% were males. Only 
1.5% of the offenders were females and 98.5% were males. The bulk of victims (83.8%)  were 
found to be 29 years of age or younger, with 24.5% aged between 0 and 9 years, 36.0% between 
10 and 19 years and 23.3% between 20 and 29 years. More than half of the victims (53.8%) were 
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years and 30 to 39 years respectively. A further 17.3% of offenders were aged between 10 and 19 
!����;�$���'� ����@K;+J��������������[��=����� ���
���

�
��>���;�J�=�����
]��
����
��>���;�J�
���
�!���������"�?
���
�'������������'����
���&>�
�X���
�����������������������"Z;KJ&>������������
guardians (8.7%) and family friends (8.3%). 
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of cases reported over weekends, namely 21.6% on Sundays, 14.7% on Fridays and 13.5% on 
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12:00 to 14:59 (12.7%) and 18:00 to 20:59 (11.8%). The nine-hour period mentioned above cover 
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vulnerable to abuse by perpetrators known to them. A further 11.4% of cases occurred between 
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whose care or supervision they were left by their parents. 
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of cases), the residence of the offender (18.8%), on the street (12.2%), at a residence known to the 
victim (11.8%) and at educational premises (6.5% of the cases). The fact that 59.6% of all analysed 
incidents occurred within a residence further accentuates the vulnerability of victims to abuse by 
persons they are supposed to feel safe with and trust. As far as the age group of 0 to 10 years is 
concerned, 73.8% of incidents occurred either at the victim’s own residence, the offender’s residence 
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relates to vulnerability occasioned by social activities. A total of 10.8% of victims aged between 0 
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the street and 10.9% of victims aged between 20 and 29 years at their place of work. 
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can only be properly addressed by a social regeneration of society to break the vicious cycle of 
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adults and grow up with an understanding that this is acceptable and the norm of society. 
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GRAPH 42: SEXUAL ASSAULT: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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counts), the Western Cape (6.0% or 94 counts) and Gauteng (5.2% or 63 counts). The province 
recording the most prominent decrease was KwaZulu-Natal (10.2% or 118 counts). During 2015/2016 
decreases were noted in Gauteng, North West and the Western Cape, while the crime stabilised in 
Limpopo.

7.2 CONTACT-RELATED CRIME 

Contact-related crime refers to arson and malicious damage to property, which are closely related 
as both involve damage to or destruction of property. However, while malicious damage to property 
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set alight the crime amounts to malicious damage to property. 
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general trend shows a continued decline over the past decade (with an overall decrease of 14.5% 
or 20 469 counts over 10 years), which persisted over the past two years, as illustrated in Graph 43 
below.
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GRAPH 43: THE CONTACT-RELATED CRIMES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

Graph 44 below illustrates the recorded percentage changes in contact-related crime categories 
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• Arson decreased by 11.9% in 2016/2017. Decreases were observed over the past three 
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• Malicious damage to property decreased by 2.9% in 2016/2017, following a decrease of 
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in 2014/2015.

GRAPH 44: OVERVIEW OF CONTACT-RELATED CRIME CATEGORIES: FINANCIAL YEAR 
COMPARISON
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Graph 45 below shows that seven of the nine provinces recorded decreases in the incidence of 
contact-related crimes. The highest decrease was recorded in the Free State (12.5% or 978 counts), 
followed by Limpopo (10.6% or 873 counts). Increases were recorded in only two provinces, namely 
the Eastern Cape (2.5% or 312 counts) and the Western Cape (0.1% or 23 counts).

GRAPH 45: CONTACT-RELATED CRIME: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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7.2.1  ARSON 
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a sustained decline over the past decade (with an overall decrease of 37.8% or 2 627 counts over 
10 years), as illustrated in Graph 46 below.

GRAPH 46: ARSON: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD
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damaged in 38.1% of the cases, while formal houses were targeted in 27.8% of the reported 
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arson in the Western Cape, domestic violence and arguments resulting in retaliatory action were 
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Gauteng social issues such as domestic violence, arguments, jealousy and revenge were found to 
be the major causes of arson in these provinces. In the Northern Cape and Mpumalanga stability 
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According to analysis done in the Eastern Cape, the above factors, as well as labour-related protest 
actions and violence emanating from the “#Fees must Fall Campaign”, led to a spike in arson cases 
in the province.
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over weekends according to analyses conducted in the Western Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and the 
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activities, with the concomitant use of alcohol leading to arguments and other negative interpersonal 
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days with the highest incidence of arson - in some provinces even higher than on Fridays. This trend 
may be attributed to issues developing over the weekend sparking acts of revenge during the early 
hours of Monday mornings. In the Western Cape and Eastern Cape it was found that most cases 
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of arson were committed during the time frame between 18:00 and 02:59, while in KwaZulu-Natal 
66.0% of arson cases were committed between 18:00 and 05:59. In the Eastern Cape it was found 
that there is a close balance between the genders of the complainants, with 54.7% being males. A 
large proportion of the victims fell in the age group between 35 and 52 years (40.5%). The majority 
of the offenders (88.9%) were found to be males falling mainly in the age category of 17 to 34 years 
(65.7%).

GRAPH 47: ARSON: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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provinces, namely an increase of 10.2% or 69 counts in the Eastern Cape and 3.2% or 24 counts 
in the Western Cape. In the remaining seven provinces decreases were recorded. The highest 
decrease was recorded in the Free State (29.8% or 79 counts), followed by Gauteng (27.0% or 268 
counts) and Limpopo (21.0% or 129 counts). 
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7.2.2 MALICIOUS DAMAGE TO PROPERTY
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downward trend in the incidence of malicious damage to property resulted in this crime reaching its 
lowest level over the past decade at 116 409 counts recorded in 2016/2017.

GRAPH 48: MALICIOUS DAMAGE TO PROPERTY: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

The causes of malicious damage to property are also very similar to those of social contact crimes, 
namely arguments (often associated with substance abuse), domestic violence, intolerance, revenge 
and other manifestations of social interaction resulting in damage to property. Analysis done in the 
Northern Cape revealed that most of the malicious damage to property cases in the province resulted 
from personal vendettas, domestic violence and alcohol or drug abuse. The majority of the reported 
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girlfriends damaging property belonging to the complainants. Damage to vehicles also often occurs 
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the abuse of alcohol or drugs. In the Free State at least 65% of damage occurred while people were 
	'��
�'>�=�
�����;ZJ����
���������!���� 
��\�������'����������� ����������'���������=��������
complainant and the suspect. An analysis of 767 cases of malicious damage to property in Gauteng 
found that arguments and/or misunderstandings, jealousy and vigilantism were the main contributors 
to malicious damage to property in the province. Domestic violence-related issues contributed to 
19.7% of the cases, alcohol to 4.4% and a combination of domestic violence and alcohol-related 
factors to another 2.1% of the cases. 

Another important generator of malicious damage to property is public violence emanating 
from industrial action, public protests, disputes about various issues in the public domain and 
dissatisfaction with the real and imagined commissions and omissions of entities in both the public 
and private sphere. In Mpumalanga and the Eastern Cape protest actions such as the “#Fees must 
Fall Campaign”, service delivery protests and labour disputes were noticed as important contributors 
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and the University of Venda during the above campaign. 

April to March
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vehicles (25.7%), followed by residential premises (17.7%), business premises (3.9%) and cellular 
telephones (3.1% of the analysed cases). The most common method was to break the property 
(60.9%), throw stones or other objects at it (9.6%), cut/saw/shred/tear it (6.1%), burn or set it alight 
(4.2%) and scratch or dent it (3.9% of the cases). 

As in the case of arson, incidents of malicious damage to property peak over the weekends (Fridays 
to Sundays). In KwaZulu-Natal it was found that 54.0% of the incidents were perpetrated over 
weekends, as were 56.2% in Mpumalanga. In the Eastern Cape the highest incidence was recorded 
from Saturdays to Mondays (57.2%). From an analysis of the time frames during which most of the 
crimes occurred, it appears that most of the crimes were perpetrated from late afternoon to early 
morning. This coincides with the time when the level of socialising is at its peak and the abuse of 
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venting this on the property of their adversaries. In KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga it was found 
that 49.0% and 46.9% of incidents respectively occurred between 16:00 and 23:59, while in the 
Eastern Cape 65.4% of incidents were recorded between 18:00 and 02:59.
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were targets of malicious damage to property than females. The bulk of the complainants (64.8%) 
were aged between 26 and 52 years of age. The offenders were predominately male (86.5%). 
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domestic-violence link to malicious damage to property, with young people damaging the property 
of their parents or caretakers if they do not get their own way. In total, 72.9% of offenders were aged 
between 17 and 34 years of age.  

Graph 49 below illustrates two provincial increases in relation to malicious damage to property, 
namely North West (0.2% or 12 counts) and the highest increase in the Eastern Cape (2.1% or 243 
counts). The increase in the latter province is a reversal from a decrease of 4.7% or 580 counts 
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decreases. The highest decrease was recorded in the Free State (11.9% or 899 counts), followed 
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(2015/2016). The incidence of malicious damage to property stabilised in the Western Cape during 
2016/2017.
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GRAPH 49: MALICIOUS DAMAGE TO PROPERTY: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

7.3 PROPERTY-RELATED CRIME

The category of property-related crime includes the crimes of burglary at both residential and non-
residential premises, theft of motor vehicle and motorcycle, theft out of or from motor vehicle and 
stock-theft. These crimes normally occur in the absence of the owner of the property and any 
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does not involve violence against persons as there is no contact between the victim and the offender. 
If any violence is used against a person, it will constitute robbery and not theft or burglary. Due to the 
continuous improvement of security measures, trends indicate declines in the number of theft and 
burglary cases reported and increases in the number of robbery cases targeting the same property. 
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jointly to be utilised in comparisons with historic data.
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general trend shows a continued decline since 2012/2013, as illustrated in Graph 50 below.
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GRAPH 50: PROPERTY-RELATED CRIME: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

 

Graph 51 below illustrates the recorded percentage changes in property-related crime categories.
• Burglary at non-residential premises increased by 0.8% in 2016/2017. Increases were 
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• Burglary at residential premises decreased by 1.6% in 2016/2017, following upon the 
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However, the decrease is smaller than the decreases observed during the preceding two 
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����decreased by 0.9% in 2016/2017, following a decrease 
of 4.1% in 2015/2016. 
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followed by a decrease of 1.0% during 2015/2016.
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GRAPH 51: OVERVIEW OF PROPERTY-RELATED CRIME CATEGORIES: FINANCIAL YEAR 
COMPARISON
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property-related crime. The highest increases occurred in North West (6.5% or 2 034 counts) and 
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pronounced decreases were recorded in the Western Cape (6.1% or 6 856 counts) and KwaZulu-
Natal (3.3% or 2 893 counts).

GRAPH 52: PROPERTY-RELATED CRIMES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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7.3.1 BURGLARY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES
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illustrated in the graph below. 

GRAPH 53: BURGLARY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

A national analysis of a sample of 753 cases of burglary at non-residential premises, which covered 
cases reported at urban, rural-urban and rural stations during the period 1 October 2015 to 30 
September 2016, was conducted. It was found that in the majority of cases it is not possible to 
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the night of one day and the morning of the following or even another day (72.4%), the highest 
number of which (13.4%) occurred between Friday evenings and Monday mornings. However, where 
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Thursdays (25.5%) and Wednesdays (20.2%) and between the hours of 21:00 and 02:59 (41.7%). 
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The premises most targeted according to the national analysis were educational premises (14.1%), 
followed by workshops, panel-beaters or scrapyards (12.2%), private companies and factories 
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the national analysis and analysis conducted in Gauteng it is evident that small businesses within 
residential areas are easier targets for criminals than businesses in industrial and CBD areas, as 
42.8% of all businesses covered by these analyses were situated within urban residential areas. 
Only 5.7% of incidents covered by the national analysis occurred at shopping centres/malls, which 
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main points of entry to the premises were through the door (52.3%), through a window (29.9%, 
through the roof (12.4%) or through a wall (3.9%). In the majority of cases either a door (33.3% 
of cases) or a window (22.0% of the cases) was broken to gain access to the premises, while in a 
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further 7.7% of cases a lock was broken and in 5.7% of the cases windows or burglar bars were 
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13.1% of the cases, food/groceries in 12.0%, cash in 10.7%, tools in 8.8%, clothing/linen/curtains in 
5.5% and small electrical appliances in 5.0% of cases.  
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of foreign nationality. In those cases in which arrests were effected, 29.2% of the suspects had 
previous convictions, with 25.0% previously convicted in connection with burglary at residential 
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males and mainly aged between 20 to 29 years (59.0%), followed by the age groups between 30 
and 39 years (19.0%) and 19 years or younger (16.2%). It is of concern that 78.0% of the arrested 
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with 50.2% being between 17 and 25 years of age. From the national analysis it was established 
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neighbouring on South Africa.

GRAPH 54: BURGLARY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

As is evident from Graph 54, during 2016/2017 four provinces recorded a decrease in the incidence 
��� ���'���!� ��� ���X���
����
��� ����
���;� <��� ����� �
'�
	
���� ��
������� =���� �
�
����� 
�� ����
Western Cape (6.1% or 809 counts) and the Free State (3.8% or 199 counts). During 2015/2016 the 
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highest increases occurred in North West (13.7% or 729 counts) and in the Northern Cape (9.1% or 
200 counts). During 2015/16 an increase of 4.6% was also noted in North West.

7.3.2 BURGLARY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES
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Since 2012/2013 a decrease of 5.6% (14 665 counts) is observed in the incidence of burglary at 
residential premises.
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WC
13 344
12 535
-809

-6.1%

FS
5 210
5 011
-199

-3.8%

KZN
11 656
11 253
-403

-3.5%

LP
7 386
7 288
-98

-1.3%

MP
6 014
6 158
144

2.4%
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7 470
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285

3.8%
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2 203
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9.1%
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761
4.6%
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6 042
729

13.7%
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GRAPH 55: BURGLARY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

A number of factors are conducive to the incidence of burglary at residential premises. One of the 
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systems, particularly at homes in informal residential areas and rural areas. In informal residential 
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accessible through the walls or roof. The areas mentioned above are also burdened by poor 
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dense vegetation serving to hide criminals. Crooked second-hand goods dealers further create a 
lucrative market for criminals to sell their loot. 

During an analysis of a sample of 954 cases of burglary at residential premises in Gauteng, it 
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areas (67.6%), followed by informal urban residential areas (9.9%), the inner city areas (9.7%) 
and on farms or smallholdings (8.5% of the analysed cases). The type of dwelling targeted most 
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others. Feedback received from the provinces also indicate that generally most of the incidents 
happened during the late afternoons and at night, with 53.7% of cases in KwaZulu-Natal reported 
during the period from 16:00 to 23:59, in the Eastern Cape 53.0% between 21:00 and 02:59 and 
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rural stations and three urban stations in the Western Cape found that there seems to be a difference 
between the days and times that burglary occurs at these two categories of stations. This analysis 
revealed that most of the burglaries in the rural station precincts were perpetrated on Fridays and 
Saturdays and mainly during the night, while in the urban precincts most incidents occurred on 
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made in the Western Cape is that in 56.0% of incidents occurring during the night and reported at 
rural stations and in 39.3% of incidents occurring during the night and reported at urban stations the 
owners were at home and the crime could easily have turned into a house robbery with potential 
injuries or fatalities.
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The analysis conducted in Gauteng found that entry was gained by forcefully breaking down doors 
in 45.7% of the cases, breaking windows in 17.4% of cases and locks in 7.5% of cases, forcing 
windows or burglar bars open in 6.4% of cases and through unlocked or open doors in 4.7% of the 
cases. In KwaZulu-Natal the most common modus used by offenders to gain access was the use of 
force to break open doors, windows and roofs (46.8% of the cases). In Mpumalanga the suspects 
gained access to the premises by entering through a door in 44.3% and through a window in 31.9% 
of the cases. It is thus evident that the modus operandi differs from area to area, as different criminal 
groupings use different methods. 

As in the case of robbery at residential premises, the targets of the perpetrators were normally items 
that are in demand, can easily be carried away and are easily sold for cash on the illegal market. 
An analysis in the Northern Cape found that the most popular items stolen during burglaries were 
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sets and small electrical appliances topped the list. 

In all the provinces it was found that a majority of the known offenders were male, with 96.6% of the 
arrests in the Eastern Cape involving males. A matter of concern is the high levels of involvement of 
youths and young adults in this crime. According to the analysis in KwaZulu-Natal most of the known 
offenders were aged between 15 and 45 years, while in the Northern Cape an analysis of cases 
reported at the Kimberly and Kathu police stations revealed that 65.1% of the known offenders were 
29 years of age or younger and 7.0% of all offenders were younger than 19 years of age. In the 
Eastern Cape the same situation was observed, with 52.5% of known offenders being between the 
ages of 17 to 25 years.
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incidence of burglary at residential premises, the most prominent increases were reported in  North 
West (2.2% or 340 counts) and the Eastern Cape (2.0% or 484 counts). Both the latter provinces 
reported decreases during 2015/2016.
  
GRAPH 56: BURGLARY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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7.3.3 THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND MOTORCYCLES 
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vehicles and motorcycles were recorded, a decrease of 0.9% or 502 counts compared to 2015/2016. 
During the past decade theft of motor vehicles and motorcycles showed a persistent downward 
trend and decreased by 33.3% or 26 663 counts. 

GRAPH 57: THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE AND MOTORCYCLE: TREND OVER 10-YEAR 
PERIOD

A national analysis of 315 cases of theft of motor vehicle and motorcycle reported at the top 30 
contributing stations during the period 1 April to 30 September 2016 found that 26 of these stations 
were situated in Gauteng, three in KwaZulu-Natal and one in Mpumalanga. In 14.3% of the cases it 
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return of the owner it is then found to have been stolen. It also happens that a vehicle may be stolen 
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18:00 and 20:59 (21.6%), followed by the period between 12:00 and 14:59 (11.7%) and the periods 
between 09:00 to 11:59 and 15:00 to 17:59 (11.4% of the cases each). In a further 15.9% of the 
cases it could only be established that the vehicle was stolen at night and in 9.2% of the cases during 
the day. The above days and times correspond with the fact that more vehicles are likely to be on 
the streets on Friday evenings and Saturdays due to more people visiting places of entertainment or 
shops at these times, resulting in more vehicles parked along streets or at shopping centres. A lack 
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to park their vehicles in the streets or outside their places of residence, making these easier to steal.    
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The majority of the vehicles were stolen in formal urban residential areas (77.9%), followed by CBD 
areas in a further 18.3% of the cases. However, this also depends on the area a police station is 
serving. In precincts such as Park Road in Bloemfontein, Durban Central, Pretoria Central, etc the 
highest incidence will be in the CBD areas. Most of the vehicles in the analysed cases were stolen 
from parking areas on the streets (40.4%), at the complainant’s place of residence (25.6%), from 
secured and non-secured parking at shopping centres or malls (11.4%) and from parking areas at 
the complainants’ places of work (4.1%). As already indicated, a lack of secured parking for tenants 
living in areas with a high population density and visitors to such areas forces owners to park their 
vehicles on the streets, making these more vulnerable to theft. However, it is also true that in some 
instances owners of vehicles will rather park their vehicles on the streets than pay for secured 
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Of the stolen vehicles, 88.6% were privately owned, 10.4% were company vehicles and the remainder 
government and rented vehicles. In most of the analysed cases (61.8%) sedans or hatchback vehicles 
were stolen, followed by light delivery vehicles, including double cab bakkies (25.2%). In a further 
4.7% of cases motorcycles or scooters were stolen, in 3.2% of cases trucks with a load capacity of 
3 500kg or less and in 2.2% of cases sports utility vehicles (SUV’s). Unlike carjacking during which 
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of 27.8% of the stolen vehicles were between 2006 and 2010, of 20.5% between 2011 and 2016, of 
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of the remainder were not stated or prior to 1996. The analysis further revealed that the estimated 
value of 81.0% of the stolen vehicles was less than R150 000, compared to only 57.0% of hijacked 
vehicles falling within this estimated price range. In those cases in which such information could be 
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tracking device and 12.6% an alarm installed.

At the time of the analysis 15.8% of the stolen vehicles were already recovered. The majority of 
the latter vehicles (58.0%) were recovered within 24 hours, with a further 26.0% being recovered 
within the space of seven days. Most of the recovered vehicles (65.8%) were found parked along 
a street, with a further 7.9% each being recovered at the offender’s home or in unsecured parking 
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device (38.0%), found abandoned (30.0%) or discovered during routine patrols (18.0%). Analysis 
conducted in the Western Cape indicated that although vehicles were least likely to be stolen from 
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found in their original condition, while the remainder were either damaged, stripped or the engine or 
chassis numbers were altered or tampered with.       

Analysis conducted in the Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal indicated that the majority of arrested 
offenders were young males, with 81.6% of those arrested in the Eastern Cape being aged between 
17 and 34 years of age.
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decreases in the number of cases of theft of motor vehicle and motorcycle reported in 2016/2017. 
An increase of 3.9% (1 028 counts) was recorded in Gauteng, while the increase in the Eastern 
Cape amounted to 2.3% or 61 counts. Of the seven provinces recording decreases, three achieved 
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134 counts) and the Northern Cape (11.0% or 27 counts). 
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GRAPH 58: THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE AND MOTORCYCLE: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

7.3.4 THEFT OUT OF OR FROM MOTOR VEHICLE

During 2016/17, 138 172 counts of theft out of or from motor vehicle were reported nationally, 
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period an increase of 24.5% (27 184 counts) in the incidence of theft out of or from motor vehicle 
occurred.

GRAPH 59: THEFT OUT OF OR FROM MOTOR VEHICLE: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

Theft out of or from motor vehicle is to a large degree an opportunistic crime relying on negligence 
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devices not properly activated or with valuable items lying in full sight and unattended within vehicles. 
Analysis of 647 cases of theft out of or from motor vehicles conducted in Gauteng found that most 
incidents occurred in formal urban residential areas (55.2%), the inner city (15.5%) and industrial 
areas (9.4%). A further 4.2% took place in informal urban residential areas and 2.9% on farms or 
smallholdings. The analysis further indicated that a large proportion of vehicles were targeted inside 
the victims’ yards (28.6%) or in parking areas at shopping centres or malls (14.5%). This correlates 
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15.9% in parking areas at shopping centres and malls. Analysis in the Western Cape and KwaZulu-
Natal indicated that most incidents in these provinces were recorded on Fridays, with a more or 
������]�����
���
���
��������������������!���������=��[>�=�
���
��������������Y���������
�

������
were reported on Saturdays, followed by Fridays and Thursdays. In Mpumalanga an almost even 
distribution of incidents throughout the week was found. 
   
The provincial analyses further indicated that the bulk of incidents were perpetrated from late 
afternoon to early in the morning, with 42.1% of incidents in the Western Cape occurring between 
18:00 and 23:59, 51.6% in Mpumalanga between 16:00 and 23:59 and 44.1% in the Eastern Cape 
between 21:00 and 02:59. According to the analysis conducted in Gauteng, the most prominent 
methods used to gain access to the property were by breaking windows (29.5% of the cases), 
breaking door locks (11.3%), removing the items from the vehicle through open windows or from the 
back of an open bakkie (9.9%), preventing doors from locking by using a jamming device (7.1%) 
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stolen from vehicles were found to be laptops (21.9% of cases), car radios or compact disc players 
(9.7%), cellular telephones (5.7%), handbags (4.6%), vehicle parts and tools/machinery/work-
related commodities (4.2%), tyres and/or alloy wheels and spare wheels (4.0%) and wallets/money/
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the other provinces. It was further found that in the Eastern Cape known offenders were almost 
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further 36.4% aged between 26 and 34 years. 

GRAPH 60: THEFT OUT OF OR FROM MOTOR VEHICLE: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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theft out of or from motor vehicle during 2016/2017, with the most prominent decrease in Limpopo 
(10.3% or 576 counts), followed by a 8.6% decrease (3 548 counts) in the Western Cape. The three 
provinces that recorded increases were the Eastern Cape (8.6% or 970 counts), Gauteng (7.5% or 
3 155 counts) and North West (6.4% or 380 counts).
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7.3.5 STOCK-THEFT
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reported during 2016/2017 represent an increases of 8.8% (2 187 counts) compared to 2015/2016. 
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incidence of stock-theft reached its highest level since 2012/2013. This crime increased by 9.7% 
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past ten years. 

GRAPH 61: STOCK-THEFT: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

Stock-theft is an emotive crime in particularly the more rural areas. It not only impacts negatively 
on the country’s economy, but proves to be both traumatic for livestock owners and threatening 
their economic survival. Stock represents wealth in particularly the rural and emerging farming 
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(54.0%), kraals (31.0%) or from commercial farms (4.0%). In Gauteng it was found that the most 
common modus operandi used to gain access to the stock were to cut fences, cut or break locks 
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is more prevalent, as not all animals are kept in kraals or secured enclosures overnight. The crime 
is usually only detected either when carcasses of slaughtered animals or evidence to that effect is 
found or when the stock are counted. The latter does not generally occur daily and the loss of stock 
may only be discovered days after the animals had disappeared. 
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South Africa and its neighbours, an element of organised criminal involvement leading to large 
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Analysis in the Western Cape indicated that stock-theft in the province is generally not characterised 
by syndicates stealing animals on a large scale for resale, whether for slaughtering or other reasons. 
It appears that animals are mainly stolen to provide food. In 31.1% of a sample of stock-theft cases 
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where they had been stolen. In almost all of these cases only one to three animals were taken. In a 
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further 37.3% of the analysed cases between one and three animals were stolen, but the carcasses 
were not recovered or evidence of slaughter found, which may suggest that these were also taken 
for consumption. At Beaufort West, the top contributing station to stock-theft in the province, 51.1% 
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place where they had been stolen. Factors that negatively impact on the effective policing of stock-
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any herdsmen to secure the stock and low levels of compliance with legislation compelling the 
branding and tattooing of animals as a means of identifying stock. The same barriers to effective 
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From analysis done in the Eastern Cape it was found that the complainants in stock-theft cases 
were mostly males (84.8%) in the older segments of the population, with 21.6% being aged between 
53 and 61 years, 19.9% between 44 and 52 years and 17.1% between 62 and 70 years. A total of 
97.0% of the known offenders were males, with the largest portion (31.3%) aged between 17 and 
25 years and 26 to 34 years (29.9%). 

GRAPH 62: STOCK-THEFT: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

From Graph 62 above it is evident that the incidence of stock-theft increased in all the provinces 
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7.4 OTHER SERIOUS CRIME

A total of 469 276 counts of other serious crime were reported during 2016/2017, a decrease of 2.0% 
(9 799 counts) compared to 2015/2016. The incidence of other serious crime during 2016/2017 
�?���
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it peaked during 2008/2009. 

GRAPH 63: OTHER SERIOUS CRIME: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

Graph 64 below illustrates the recorded percentage changes in other serious crime categories.

• All thefts not mentioned elsewhere (other theft) decreased by 3.6% in 2016/2017. 
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• Commercial crimes increased by 5.2% in 2016/2017, following a 3.1% increase during the 
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than the 3.6% decrease observed during 2015/2016. 
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GRAPH 64: OVERVIEW OF OTHER SERIOUS CRIME CATEGORIES: FINANCIAL YEAR 
COMPARISON
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2016/2017, with the more notable decreases recorded in North West (6.0% or 1 384 counts), Gauteng 
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in Limpopo (3.9% or 1 077 counts), the Eastern Cape (3.5% or 1 223 counts) and Mpumalanga 
(1.9% or 514 counts). During 2015/2016 the only province recording an increase was Limpopo

GRAPH 65: OTHER SERIOUS CRIME: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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7.4.1 ALL THEFTS NOT MENTIONED ELSEWHERE (OTHER THEFT)
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3.6% (12 100 counts) compared to 2015/2016. As the single largest crime category, other theft has 
contributed 70.0% of other serious crimes and 18.9% of the total 17 community-reported serious 
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over the 10-year period from 2007/2008 to 2016/2017.

GRAPH 66: ALL THEFTS NOT MENTIONED ELSEWHERE: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

The category of other theft includes the theft of a wide variety of items, ranging from the theft of a pen 
valued at a few rand to the theft of hundreds of metres of copper cable worth hundred thousands of 
rand. Findings of analyses conducted in a number of provinces indicated that the items stolen during 
incidents of other theft were diverse and seemed to be primarily stolen for resale and not for own 
personal use. In the Western Cape it was found that most thefts were committed by persons residing 
within the very same communities in which they committed the theft. In Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal 
it was found that unattended property was an easy target for criminals and that negligence played a 
�����
��
����
�'�������
��������
����

�����������������;����=��[����
��>���	
���=���������������=�!��
locked, creating additional opportunities for criminals. The analysis further indicated that theft of 
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from relatives) to get money for drugs. 

Analysis conducted in Gauteng revealed that more than half of all cases of other theft were committed 
within formal residential areas, followed by CBD areas, industrial areas and farms and smallholdings. 
Although it was found that in the Eastern Cape 30.7% of other thefts were reported on Saturdays, 
it was spread almost evenly over all the days of the week in the other provinces. According to the 
analysis done in Gauteng, cellular telephones or accessories were stolen in 18.8% of the analysed 
cases, cash or other legal tender in 10.2%, metal (e.g. copper) in 5.4%, laptops in 4.6%, computer 
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that in KwaZulu-Natal theft of petrol or diesel from storage tanks, as well as theft of air conditioners 
and jewellery, is also regularly reported.
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Contrary to the perception in some circles that other theft only refers to “petty theft”, it also includes 
the highly organised theft of non-ferrous metals. In addition to the monetary value of the stolen 
metal, which runs up to hundreds of millions of rand annually, theft of non-ferrous metals also has a 
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which are set alight by irritated commuters. A comparison between statistics pertaining to theft of 
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other theft in general reveals that about 15% of all other theft cases relate to theft of non-ferrous 
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that most cases of theft of non-ferrous metals were reported in Gauteng (27.6%), the Western Cape 
(17.2%), KwaZulu-Natal (16.3%) and Limpopo (11.9%). The least number of cases were recorded 
in the Northern Cape (1.8%). Copper cables are mainly stolen from the mines, Transnet, Telkom, 
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stolen from farms or smallholdings. 

An analysis conducted in the Eastern Cape revealed that most of the known offenders were males 
(88.2%) and aged between 17 and 25 years (39.6%) and 26 and 34 years (35.7%). According to a 
report by Statistics SA dated 14 February 2017, the most vulnerable group in the labour market are 
persons in the age category from 15 to 34 years of age. The unemployment rate for this group is 
37.1%, more than 10% higher than the overall unemployment rate of 26.5%. A majority of the known 
offenders (75.3%) involved in other theft in the Eastern Cape fall within this age group, leaving 
the distinct impression that unemployment is indeed one of the generators of other theft and other 
categories of serious crime. 
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notable decreases in the Western Cape (6.6% or 6 075 counts), North West (6.4% or 1 074 counts) 
and Gauteng (4.8% or 4 966 counts). Increases were recorded in the Eastern Cape (4.5% or 1 057 
counts), Limpopo (4.2% or 843 counts) and Mpumalanga (0.2% or 41 counts).

GRAPH 67: ALL THEFTS NOT MENTIONED ELSEWHERE: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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7.4.2 COMMERCIAL CRIME 

The incidence of commercial crime increased by 5.2% (3 633 counts) during 2016/2017. This 
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past 10 years contained in Graph 68, commercial crime increased by 16.3% (10 317 counts) over 
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registered during 2012/2013, that is a decrease of 17.5%.  

GRAPH 68: COMMERCIAL CRIME: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

Although the involvement of organised criminal syndicates is accepted as evident in the incidence of 
commercial crime, individuals attempting to enrich themselves or their families and corrupt activities 
within government entities at all three levels of governance also contribute to the commercial crime 
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but also increases the cost of goods and services in the country. 
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An analysis of 5 079 cases of commercial crime on the Business Intelligence (BI) system in Gauteng 
revealed that the most common methods used to commit commercial crime were forgery (17.2% 
of cases), the withdrawal of money (15.5%), misrepresentations (13.8%), false pretences (12.7%) 
and internet transactions (7.9%). Although the means by which the crime was committed could 
not clearly be established in 28.7% of the cases, the analysis found that false information (18.3% 
of cases), cash (9.1%), forged documents (6.7%), bank cards (5.1%), cellular telephones (4.6%), 
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means to commit commercial crime. The cloning of cards and fraudulent internet transactions were, 
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and KwaZulu-Natal. The taking or stealing of clothing account cards in Limpopo to purchase clothes 
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the incidence of commercial crime appears to be somewhat higher on Fridays and Saturdays, one 
has to take into consideration that more people are probably using ATM’s and doing business on 
these days, utilising electronic banking facilities as they are too busy with other chores during the 
week. Some people are also paid weekly and withdraw their money on Fridays. The times at which 
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and banking hours. 
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gender distribution among complainants, with males comprising 52.8% of the complainants. People 
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of all the complainants. However, the known offenders were found to be mainly male (79.9%) and 
aged between 17 and 34 years (66.9%). 
 
GRAPH 69: COMMERCIAL CRIME: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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7.4.3 SHOPLIFTING

GRAPH 70: SHOPLIFTING: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

As indicated in Graph 70, 67 454 counts of shoplifting were recorded during 2016/2017, a decrease 
of 1.9% (1 312 counts). This follows upon a 3.6% decrease during 2015/2016. A review of the 
incidence of shoplifting over the past decade reveals that shoplifting increased by 0.8% (520 
counts) from 2007/2008 to 2016/2017. However, since shoplifting peaked at 88 568 incidents during 
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and the perpetrators are in most cases detected and apprehended by either personnel attached 
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crime had already been committed to take the offender into custody and to court. However, there are 
also businesses with poor or no security measures in place that may lead to incidents of shoplifting 
going undetected, particularly during busy periods. 
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items stolen during shoplifting appear to be taken for personal use or the use of the families of the 
perpetrators. Analysis conducted in the Western Cape and Gauteng found that groceries and/or food 
were stolen in 53.8% and 30.3% of cases respectively during shoplifting in the two provinces. The 
analysis in Gauteng further revealed that the other most commonly stolen items during shoplifting 
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and jewellery in 1.5% of cases. Although shoplifting is mostly committed by single perpetrators, 
organised criminal groups are also involved in shoplifting. These criminal groups normally target big 
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Eastern Cape, about two-thirds of offenders were males and 69.3% were aged between 17 and 34 
years. 
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GRAPH 71: SHOPLIFTING: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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prominent decreases in KwaZulu-Natal (9.9% or 1 346 counts), the Eastern Cape (4.4% or 246 
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Cape (7.9% or 1 065 counts). The only province that recorded an increase during 2015/2016 was 
the Free State with an increase of 0.9%. 
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8. CRIME DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION

Any increase in crime detected as a result of police action is regarded as a positive tendency, 
indicating that the police make progress in their combating of crimes within this broad crime category. 
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result of police action increased by 128.7% (219 446 counts), which is indicative of the focused 
strategies and efforts by the SAPS to address these crimes. 

GRAPH 72: CRIME DETECTED AS RESULT OF POLICE ACTION: TREND OVER 10-YEAR 
PERIOD 

Graph 73 below illustrates the recorded percentage changes in crimes detected as a result of police 
action.
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• Drug-related crime increased by 12.9% in 2016/2017, following upon a decrease of 2.9% 
during 2015/2016. 
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2016/2017. This follows upon an increase of 11.1% in 2015/2016 and a decrease of 1.7% 
during 2014/2015.

• Sexual offences detected as a result of police action increased by 5.7% during 2016/2017. 
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GRAPH 73: OVERVIEW OF CRIME DETECTED AS RESULT OF POLICE ACTION 
CATEGORIES:  FINANCIAL YEAR COMPARISON
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(17.4% or 2 224 counts), the Northern Cape (17.4% or 901 counts) and Mpumalanga (16.3% or 
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GRAPH 74: CRIME DETECTED AS RESULT OF POLICE ACTION: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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8.1 ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION
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increased by 21.0% or 2 799 counts over the past ten years.

GRAPH 75: ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION: TREND OVER 
 10-YEAR PERIOD
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in 26.4% during crime prevention operations, in 12.0% during the investigation of another crime, in 
9.7% in the possession of an offender arrested or killed while committing a crime, in 8.2% during 
stop-and-search operations and in 0.7% of cases in public spaces. The same analysis found that 
most of the weapons were found in the possession of the offenders themselves (55.5% of cases), 
followed by inside houses (13.5%), hidden in a vehicle, e.g. in a door panel (8.7%), underneath a 
pillow or bed (3.3%) and in a wardrobe, cabinet, drawer, etc inside a residence (2.8% of cases).
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“gang precincts” and those precincts notorious for the incidence of armed robberies. This is indicative 
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predominately used. It was found that 97.5% of the offenders were male and that a total of 72.7% 
were aged between 17 and 34 years of age. 

GRAPH 76: ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION: PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW

According to Graph 76 above, increases in the number of counts registered in connection with the 
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increases were achieved in Limpopo (16.9% or 77 counts), Mpumalanga (16.4% or 160 counts) and 
the Eastern Cape (15.3% or 272 counts). During 2015/2016 increases were only recorded in the 
Eastern Cape, Free State and North West.  
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8.2 DRUG-RELATED CRIME

As indicated in Graph 77 below, 292 689 cases of drug-related crime were reported during 2016/2017. 
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threat posed to the community by drug-related crime and the efforts of the police to combat this 
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the past decade. 

GRAPH 77: DRUG-RELATED CRIME: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD

An analysis of 548 drug-related crime cases in Gauteng revealed that 72.4% of incidents occurred 
within formal urban residential areas, 11.1% in informal urban residential areas and 10.4% in the 
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(0.9% of the analysed cases). The types of drugs involved in the analysed cases were cannabis 
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methamphetamine (meth, tik-tik) in 1.8% and heroin (diacetylmorphine) in 1.3% of the analysed 
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roadblock operations (67.0% of the cases), follow-up on tip-offs (12.0%), special operations (8.4%), 
when suspects were apprehended while taking or selling drugs (1.8%) and during the investigation 
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we bring” method. In essence the user will contact the dealer, place an order and then wait for the 
delivery to be made.

Dealing in drugs is a mainstay of gangs in the Western Cape and a key element of gang wars, 
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increases in drug-related crime in the province. This indicates the focused approach of the police to 
counter the possession of and trade in drugs in these areas in order to create a safer environment 
for communities to live in. However, although substantial increases in the number of registered drug-
related cases were achieved, a reduction in gang violence is not yet in sight. Analysis conducted in 
the Eastern Cape indicated that almost all offenders (92.2%) were males, with most offenders aged 
between 26 to 34 years (36.1%) and between 17 and 25 years (33.8%). 
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A worrying trend is the incidence of drug-related crimes on school premises. A statistical analysis on 
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crime were registered as perpetrated on school premises. Of these charges, 98 (13.3%) referred to 
dealing in a dangerous or undesirable dependence producing substance, while 637 (86.7%) dealt 
with possession or usage of a dangerous or undesirable dependence producing substance. The 
majority of the cases of dealing in drugs were detected in Gauteng (52.0%), followed by the Eastern 
Cape (18.4%), the Western Cape (11.2%) and KwaZulu-Natal (7.1%). However, caution should be 
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on school premises is largely dependent on the level of participation of school personnel, governing 
bodies and the broader community in efforts by the police to rid schools of the evil of drugs. Most of 
these crimes were perpetrated inside school buildings or on the school premises as such (83.7%), 
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possession or use of drugs were registered in Gauteng (35.9%), followed by KwaZulu-Natal (18.7%) 
and Limpopo (16.6%). The Western Cape featured in the seventh place in this regard. The bulk of 
the offences recorded nationally occurred within school buildings or on school premises (84.8%), 
with 13.7% at school hostels, 1.4% at play schools and 0.2% at after-school centres.

GRAPH 78: DRUG-RELATED CRIME: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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(27.7% or 3 125 counts), the Northern Cape (18.2% or 792 counts) and the Free State (17.6% 
or 1 691 counts). As indicated in Graph 78, most counts of drug-related crime were recorded in 
the Western Cape and Gauteng. The latter two provinces combined also contributed 62.0% to the 
increase in counts recorded during 2016/2017.  
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8.3 DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND/OR DRUGS
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past ten years. 

GRAPH 79: DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND/OR DRUGS: TREND 
OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD
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Increases and decreases in statistics over time can clearly be linked to the number of arrests effected 
by these authorities. Changes in strategy also lead to increases in arrests. In the Western Cape, for 
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possible reason for this is that the public is under the impression that less focus is placed on drunk 
driving during the winter months than over the festive season, with the result that more drivers “take 
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festive season certainly act as a deterrent. 
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that most of the arrests were effected on streets within residential areas (52.2%), streets within CBD 
areas (24.7%), streets within industrial areas (6.0%), regional or secondary roads (5.5%), highways 
and freeways (5.0%) and on national roads, e.g. the N1, N4, etc (2.5% of the analysed cases). The 
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Analysis conducted in the Eastern Cape revealed that almost all offenders (96.8%) were males, a 
large proportion aged between 26 to 34 years of age (37.9%), followed by the age group of 35 to 43 
years (26.3%). 
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GRAPH 80: DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND/OR DRUGS: PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW

As indicated in Graph 80 above, increases in the number of counts in respect of driving under the 
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and KwaZulu-Natal (11.2% or 1 351 counts). Decreases were recorded in Gauteng (13.8% or 4 453 
counts), the Eastern Cape (7.0% or 457 counts) and North West (0.8% or 21 counts). During the 
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Cape and the Western Cape.  
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8.4 SEXUAL OFFENCES DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION
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GRAPH 81: SEXUAL OFFENCES DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION: TREND 
OVER SIX-YEAR PERIOD
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offenders. Almost half of the offenders (48.3%) were aged between 26 and 34 years, followed by the 
age group between 17 and 25 years (35.5%).

An indication of the contribution of different offences to this crime category is evident from the 
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(72.6%) of the arrests were found to be in connection with public indecency, indecent behaviour 
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commit an immoral or indecent act at a price (16.0%), living on the proceeds of immorality (9.8%), 
possession of or dealing in indecent or pornographic publications, drawings, etc or the forwarding 
of indecent content (1.0%) and keeping of a brothel or allowing a house to be used for carnal 
intercourse, including transgressions of municipal regulations in this regard (0.7% of the analysed 
cases). 
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GRAPH 82: SEXUAL OFFENCES DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION: 
PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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West (193.1% or 168 counts), the Northern Cape (122.7% or 27 counts) and KwaZulu-Natal (38.9% 
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(55.9% or 52 counts). During 2015/2016 decreases were also recorded in two provinces, namely 
Limpopo and North West. 

500

2 500

1 500

1 000

3 000

3 500

4 000

2 000

-

% Change

2015/2016
2016/2017
Case Diff

NW
87
255
168

193.1%

NC
22
49
27

122.7%

KZN
2 561
3 558
997

38.9%

FS
251
346
95

37.8%

GP
470
606
136

28.9%

EC
262
337
75

28.6%

MP
93
41
-52

-55.9%

WC
242
274
32

13.2%

LP
1 842
698

-1 144
-62.1%



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE CRIME STATISTICS 2016/2017

90

9. CORE BUSINESS DIVERSION

PUBLIC ORDER INCIDENTS
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and stabilised by the SAPS. This is 21 incidents less than in 2015/2016. A total of 10 982 peaceful 
incidents, which included assemblies, gatherings and meetings that did not result in violence, 
were policed during 2016/2017. These incidents decreased by 1.5% or 169 incidents compared 
to 2015/2016. A further 3 690 unrest-related incidents needed to be responded to and controlled. 
The latter incidents refer to labour disputes, dissatisfaction with service delivery by local authorities, 
demarcation of municipal boundaries and dissatisfaction within the education and transport sectors 
that became unruly. Unrest-related incidents increased by 4.2% or 148 incidents during 2016/2017 
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related incidents increased by 21.7% or 2 614 incidents. While peaceful incidents had increased by 
1.4% or 150 incidents, unrest-related incidents increased by 201.0% or 2 464 incidents. 

GRAPH 83 PUBLIC ORDER INCIDENTS: FINANCIAL YEAR COMPARISON 
   

A full provincial breakdown of the public order incidents attended to during 2016/2017 is illustrated 
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most in Gauteng (42.3% or 270 incidents), followed by the Free State (38.4% or 38 incidents), 
North West (32.2% or 79 incidents) and KwaZulu-Natal (6.7% or 53 incidents). Mpumalanga (0.0%) 
stabilised at 274 incidents. Decreases in unrest during 2016/2017 occurred in the Northern Cape 
(40.4% or 57 incidents), followed by Limpopo (33.0% or 148 incidents), the Eastern Cape (12.7% or 
84 incidents) and the Western Cape (1.2% or three incidents).
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GRAPH 84: PUBLIC ORDER INCIDENTS: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW   
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the fatalities or injuries resulted from police action. As indicated in Graph 85, property was damaged 
in 488 incidents. The largest proportions of incidents occurred in Gauteng, the Western Cape and 
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and tertiary institutions. 

GRAPH 85: DAMAGE CAUSED DURING PUBLIC ORDER INCIDENTS: PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW 
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10. CONCLUSION
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currently under review a reversal is observed and a decrease was recorded. Despite the decrease 
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Among the contact crimes, robberies are still of particular concern. Robbery is not only considered a 
more policeable crime than the other contact crimes, but is increasingly considered as an important 
contributor to the other contact crimes. In addition, analysis conducted by the national and provincial 
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regard. 

Research has further shown that the majority of contact crimes are social in nature and occur among 
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for the SAPS alone to reduce the levels of such crimes. This calls for structured partnerships with 
other stakeholders such as the Department of Social Development, non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), etc. Crime prevention, and social crime prevention in particular, is the responsibility of 
everyone in society.
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social contact crimes, but also alludes to the role of dependency on such substances as motivation 
to commit other crime – and property-related crime in particular. This emphasises the need to involve 
the society at large in campaigns to create awareness about the dangers of substance abuse. 

Major factors that should be taken into consideration during a comprehensive analysis of crime 
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among and changes in such phenomena themselves. This is one of the reasons why crime ratios for 
some of the contact crimes were computed. The results show that in most of the crime categories, 
increases in the population also caused increases in crime levels, because crime is committed by 
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between the crime ratio and the actual crime, with the actual crime increasing and the crime ratio 
decreasing. On the other hand, murder showed an increase in both the crime ratio and the actual 
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Despite concerns about the crime situation in the country, the SAPS remains committed to the creation 
of a safer and more secure South Africa. The impact of the implementation of a “back to basics” 
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launched to this effect, can be witnessed in the 2016/2017 crime statistics. The latter approach 
includes Visible Policing and Detective Service recovery plans to enhance crime combating. 
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several practical initiatives such as Operation Festive Season, Operation Paseka, Operation Fiela 
and Operation Coastal Dragon. Successes achieved in this way should not only serve to encourage 
members of the Service in the performance of their duties, but also motivate members of the public 
to become positively involved in efforts to eradicate crime. 
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ANNEXURE C: DEFINITIONS OF CRIME

1. CONTACT CRIME (CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON)

1.1 MURDER
Murder refers to the unlawful and intentional killing of another human being.

1.2 ATTEMPTED MURDER
Attempted murder refers to the commission of an unlawful act with the intention of killing another 
human being, but which does not result in the death of that human being. 

1.3 SEXUAL OFFENCES*

RAPE
#�
�
������������Y�
�
������=�"#�?���������
�������q�������\������&�$���������$
�>����+�"$
��
��;���������+&���	�����������������=�_
q����
����������=��������
�����
�������?������������
���������������=
�������
���������
������;

COMPELLED RAPE
#�
�
������������Y�
�
������=�"#�?���������
�������q�������\������&�$���������$
�>����+�"$
��
��;����������+&���	����
����������������������=�_
A person who unlawfully and intentionally compels another person, without his or her consent, to 

���
������
�������?������������
����������
���������>�=
����������
����������������
���������>� 
��
guilty of the offence of compelled rape.

SEXUAL ASSAULT
#�
�
���K��������Y�
�
������=�"#�?���������
�������q�������\������&�$���������$
�>����+�"$
��
��;����������+&���	������?��������������������=�_
A person who unlawfully and intentionally –
"�&� ��?����!��
���������������>�=
�������
���������
����������
"�&� 
���
�����������
���
��������������������������=
��������?����!��
������>�
��'�
��!�������������
���
� �����?�����������;

COMPELLED SEXUAL ASSAULT
#�
�
���*��������Y�
�
������=�"#�?���������
�������q�������\������&�$���������$
�>����+�"$
��
��;����������+&���	��������
�
�����������=�_
A person who unlawfully and intentionally compels another person, without his or her consent, to 
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������
�������?�����
����
����������
���������>�=
����������
����������������
���������>�
��'�
��!�
������������
�����
�����������?�����������;

ACTS OF CONSENSUAL SEXUAL PENETRATION WITH CERTAIN CHILDREN (STATUTORY 
RAPE)
#�
�
����K��������Y�
�
������=�"#�?���������
�������q�������\������&�$���������$
�>����+�"$
��
��;����������+&���	��������
�
�����������=�_
$��������=���
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�������
�������?������������
���=
�����
�
���
�>�����
�������
��������������
�
���
to the commission of such an act, guilty of the offence of having committed an act of consensual 
��?������������
���=
�����
�
��;
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ACTS OF CONSENSUAL SEXUAL VIOLATION WITH CERTAIN CHILDREN (STATUTORY 
SEXUAL ASSAULT)
#�
�
����*��������Y�
�
������=�"#�?���������
�������q�������\������&�$���������$
�>����+�"$
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��;����������+&���	��������
�
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violation with a child.
�����!�������
�
���������������
�����������?���������
���
��������=
���
����
��������;

1.4 ASSAULT WITH THE INTENT TO CAUSE GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM
Assault with the intent to cause grievous bodily harm is the unlawful and intentional direct or indirect 
application of force to the body of another person with the intention of causing grievous bodily harm 
to that person.

1.5 COMMON ASSAULT
Assault is the unlawful and intentional -
(a) direct or indirect application of force to the body of another person, or
(b) threat of application of immediate personal violence to another, in circumstances in which the 
threatened person is prevailed upon to believe that the person who is threatening him or her has the 
intention and power to carry out this threat.

1.6 ROBBERY WITH AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES
Robbery with aggravating circumstances is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and 
appropriation under aggravating circumstances of movable tangible property belonging to another.

SUBCATEGORIES OF AGGRAVATED ROBBERY FORMING PART OF AGGRAVATED ROBBERY 

q�zz�q���}�$�\�<�q�����Y���"��Y��x����<q�Y�#&>�$�#��������$#��Y$q�$Y�����
Robbery of a motor vehicle is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of a 
���������

���"�?
���
�'������
[&������'
�'�����������;

q�zz�q���}�<q�Y�>�$�#��������$#��<q�Y�����$Y�����
Robbery of a truck is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of a truck 
"�?
���
�'����
'������
���!����

��&������'
�'�����������;

CASH IN TRANSIT (CIT) ROBBERY
Cash in transit robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of money 
or containers for the conveyance of money belonging to another, while such money or containers 
for the conveyance of money are being transported by a security company on behalf of the owner 
thereof.

BANK ROBBERY
Bank robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of money which 
�����'����������[�������������[����
�'�������	
�������������������[;

ROBBERY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES (ALSO KNOWN AS “HOUSE ROBBERY”)
House robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of property from 
residential premises of another person.

ROBBERY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES (ALSO KNOWN AS “BUSINESS ROBBERY”)
Business robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of property from 
the business of another person.
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1.7 ORDINARY ROBBERY (ALSO KNOWN AS COMMON ROBBERY)
Robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of movable tangible 
property belonging to another.

2. CONTACT-RELATED CRIME

2.1 ARSON
$�����
����������=��������
�����
���������
�'����	������
����������������!������'
�'������������"������
one’s own immovable insured property, in order to claim the value of the property from the insurer).

2.2 MALICIOUS DAMAGE TO PROPERTY
Malicious damage to property refers to the unlawful and intentional damaging of property belonging 
to another (or one’s own insured property, with the intention to claim the value of the property from 
the insurer).

3. PROPERTY-RELATED CRIME

3.1 HOUSEBREAKING (ALSO KNOWN AS BURGLARY) – OTHER PREMISES
Housebreaking of premises other than residential premises is committed by a person who unlawfully 
and intentionally breaks into a building or similar structure which is not used for human habitation 
and does not form part of residential premises, then enters or penetrates it with part of his or her 
body or with an instrument with which he or she intends to control something on the premises, with 
the intention to commit a crime on the premises.

3.2 HOUSEBREAKING (ALSO KNOWN AS BURGLARY) – RESIDENTIAL PREMISES
Housebreaking (residential premises) is committed by a person who unlawfully and intentionally 
breaks into a building or similar structure used for human habitation, then enters or penetrates it with 
part of his or her body or with an instrument with which he or she intends to control something on the 
premises, with the intention to commit a crime on the premises.

3.3 THEFT OF A MOTOR VEHICLE OR MOTORCYCLE
Theft of a motor vehicle or motorcycle refers to the stealing of a motor vehicle or motorcycle belonging 
to another person.

3.4 THEFT OUT OF OR FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE

THEFT FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE
Theft from a motor vehicle consists of the unlawful and intentional removal of parts, accessories or 
�]�
�����������������������������������

��>��������
�����

��>�=
�������
�����
����������������!�
����
�
�'������=���� �����������
��������������
�������>��

�����
�������]�
������ ��[������������
vehicle.

THEFT OUT OF A MOTOR VEHICLE
Theft out of a motor vehicle refers to the unlawful and intentional removal of articles in or on a 
vehicle from the vehicle, with the intention of permanently depriving the owner thereof of control over 
such articles taken out of the vehicle.

3.5 STOCK-THEFT
Stock-theft refers to the stealing of livestock or produce related to such stock belonging to another 
person.
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4. CRIME DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION

4.1 ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF A FIREARM
Section 3 of the Firearms Control Act, 2000 (Act No. 60 of 2000), read with section 120(1) of the 
said act, provides as follows:
$�!��������=���
������=����!�
���������
��������	����������=���
�����������������������

��
�>�����
��
���������
���
������������������	�����>�
��'�
��!������������
�;

4.2  ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF AMMUNITION
Section 90 read with section 120(10)(b) of the Firearms Control Act, 2000 (Act No. 60 of 2000) 
provides as follows:
Any person who is unlawfully in possession of ammunition while he or she does not –
"�&� ��������
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�������	������
�����������
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������
�������������
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�����
(d)  have authorisation to be in possession thereof, is guilty of an offence.

4.3 UNLAWFUL USE OR POSSESSION OF DRUGS
#�
�
������������x��'������x��'�<���	
[
�'�$
�>��ZZ��"$
����;���������ZZ�&�����
������������=�_
Any person who uses or has in his possession -
"�&� ��!���������
�X�����

�'��������
�����
(b) any dangerous dependence-producing substance or any undesirable dependence-  

producing substance, is guilty of an offence.

4.4 UNLAWFUL DEALING IN DRUGS
#�
�
���K��������x��'������x��'�<���	
[
�'�$
�>��ZZ��"$
����;���������ZZ�&�����
������������=�_
Any person who deals in -
"�&� ��!���������
�X�����

�'��������
�����
(b) any dangerous dependence-producing substance or any undesirable dependence-  
 producing substance, is guilty of an offence.

4.5 DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS
#�
�
���*K"�&�����������
�����q����<���	
�$
�>��ZZ*�"$
��Z������ZZ*&�����
������������=�_
A person who, on a public road -
"�&� ��
���������

������
(b) occupies the driver’s seat of a motor vehicle the engine of which is running, while under the  


�^���
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]������������'����
�'������
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�����
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��'�
��!������������
�;

#�
�
���*K"K&�����������
�����q����<���	
�$
�>��ZZ*�"$
��Z������ZZ*&�����
������������=�_
A person who, on a public road -
"�&� ��
���������

������
(b) occupies the driver’s seat of a motor vehicle the engine of which is running, while the  

concentration of alcohol in any specimen of blood taken from any part of his body is not  
less than 0,05 gram per 100 millilitres, or in the case of a professional driver referred to in 
section 32, not less than 0,02 gram per 100 millilitres, is guilty of an offence.

#�
�
���*K"*&�����������
�����q����<���	
�$
�>��ZZ*�"$
��Z������ZZ*&�����
������������=�_
A person who, on a public road -
"�&� ��
���������

������
(b) occupies the driver’s seat of a motor vehicle the engine of which is running, while the 


��
������
��������
�����
����!����

���������������?�������!���
���������
���������������������
0,24 milligrams per 1 000 millilitres, or in the case of a professional driver referred to in 
section 32, not less than 0,10 milligrams per 1 000 millilitres, is guilty of an offence.
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5. OTHER SERIOUS CRIME

5.1 ALL THEFT NOT MENTIONED ELSEWHERE (ALSO KNOWN AS ORDINARY OR OTHER 
THEFT)

Theft refers to the unlawful and intentional appropriation of another’s movable tangible property 
which is available in commerce, or of such property belonging to the perpetrator himself or herself 
but in respect of which somebody else has a particular right of possession.

5.2 COMMERCIAL CRIME

FRAUD (INCLUDING ATTEMPTED FRAUD)
Fraud is the unlawful, intentional distortion of the truth which is calculated to prejudice another.

FORGERY
}��'��!�
����������=���>� 
�����
���������
	
��
����������
���������=�
�����
���������>�
��
����������
cause prejudice.

UTTERING
Uttering is the unlawful offering, passing-off or communication of a forged document, with the 
intention to defraud, and which causes prejudice or potential prejudice to another.

5.3 SHOPLIFTING

Shoplifting refers to stealing from a self-service shop, during the shopping hours of that shop, an 
article which is offered for sale by that shop.



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE CRIME STATISTICS 2016/2017

128

NOTES



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE CRIME STATISTICS 2016/2017

129

NOTES



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE CRIME STATISTICS 2016/2017

130

NOTES



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE CRIME STATISTICS 2016/2017

131

NOTES



www.saps.gov.za


