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Your Excellencies   

Distinguished delegates 

Ladies and Gentleman 

It is just under a year that I addressed the Moscow Ministerial Conference on 

the influence of illicit drugs on global security and sustainable development. 

We meet in the tropical city of Durban, South Africa to continue this dialogue. 

Russia-Africa conference is of strategic importance in that it brings together 

the Russian civilization and the African Nations in harmony and indeed 

determined in the pursuit of sustainable solutions to the problem that will 

consequently define our future. 



The fact that we are all gathered here is a testament to the resolve by the 

nations represented here to strengthen international solidarity, ties, and 

consolidate efforts in addressing the world drug problem. 

Our previous conference in The Russian Federation’s majestic capital sought 

to, amongst other things, reinforce and mainstream the international effort at 

fighting against the scourge of drug production and smuggling.  

The importance of Russia-AU anti-drug conference should be comprehended 

in the Regional Integration Framework of Eurasian Economic Union (EEU), 

Shanghai Co-operation Organization (CSO) and Africa’s Agenda 2063 & 

economic-security strategic cooperation between SCO member states with 

African continent.  

Today we recall the astute reflection of His Excellency, Mr Vladimir Putin the 

President of Russian Federation 2013 address to the 30th International Drug 

Enforcement anniversary Conference in Moscow which resonates with 

today’s Russia-AU conference on drugs.  

The President of the Russian Federation vividly observed that: “The drugs 

trade has become a global challenge to the entire international community, 

and for some countries has become a national tragedy. The drug trade is a 

breeding ground for organised crime, smuggling, and illegal migration. Even 

sadder and more dangerous, it is also a breeding ground for terrorism.” 

We acknowledge his long-term outlook that: “It is extremely important to 

reach the goals that were set by the Political Declaration and the Plan of 

Action to Counter the World Drug Problem, adopted at the 64th UN General 

Assembly, namely, to reduce production of the most dangerous drugs, 

including heroin and cocaine, around the world by 2019.”  

South Africa and African Union respectively is committed to reach these 

goals and further solidify its commitment towards the Plan of Action to 

Counter the World Drug Problem.   



In his 1997 Foreign Affairs Essay, American geo-strategist Zbigniew 

Brzezinski[1]  observed that: “Eurasia accounts for 75% of the world’s 

population, 60% of its GNP, and 75% of its energy resources. Collectively 

Eurasia’s potential overshadows even America. Eurasia is the world’s axial 

supercontinent.” 

Indeed, since 2000 the trade volume between Shanghai Co-operation 

Organisation member state and Africa has increased 30 fold from nearly $10 

billion to almost $300 billion. Till 2020, the figure may reach $400 billion, 

which equals to the trade volume between China and Europe. (Emphasis: 

Such a strategic region in the world cannot be destabilized & Africa will not 

contribute in shattering peaceful civilizations of this region. 

Zhao Minghao a research fellow at the Charhar Institute and an adjunct 

fellow at the Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies at Renmin University 

of China observed remarkable economic trends and potential threats African 

continent is confronted with in the 21st Century, he observed that, “Due to 

Africa’s annual growth of 5-6 percent in past couple of years, the Western 

image of Africa has changed from “the hopeless continent” to a continent of 

hope. This has been shown by The Economist’s cover, which called Africa 

“the hopeless continent” in 2000 but said it is “rising” and “aspiring” in 2011 

and 2013.” 

Ethiopia, which used to struggle with hunger and poverty, has seen its 

poverty rate decrease by 50 percent and has an annual growth rate close to 

11 percent”.  

We acknowledge on-going and potential threats that, “Africa is far from 

prosperous and stable continent. It still faces daunting challenges in 

development and peace issues. The conflict in the region is deep-rooted. 

Boko Haram, which has strengthened ties with the Islamist State, is 

expanding, and its threat has gone beyond Nigeria. In Eastern Africa, the 
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militant group Al-Shabab based in Somalia recruits many members from 

Kenya and launches attack to shopping malls and schools.” 

Africa’s geographic-population size and her cooperation with EEU member 

states put the continent in a sustainable development trajectory. For this 

reason, history recalls our struggles. In the 21st Century the World has seen 

multiple political technologies that seek to entrench narrow geopolitical 

objectives. 

Indeed, as observed, “The home-grown jihadist terrorism that the continent 

needs to face and is harder to cope than Ebola. A 2015 report by the 

International Crisis Group said the Sahel area was “a perfect storm of and 

potential instability,” and “borders are porous, government reach limited. 

Populations and unemployment are soaring.”  

Combining these factors and narrow political technologies, the Sahel region 

has a potential to destabilize EEU member states, Shanghai Co-operation 

Organisation and its observer states in Asia. 

As we recognise Africa’s peace and security challenges, researchers also 

observed that: “What’s most worrying is the youth bulge in Africa. The 

desperation of the youth is the time bomb. It is estimated that the population 

will double by 2050, mostly young people. Many governments face the 

challenge of creating job opportunities for them, as the number of newly 

added potential employees annually can be 11 million.” 

Ladies and Gentlemen this is a cause for concern and borrowing from Mr 

Vladimir Putin’s words, “this conference will help to make the law 

enforcement agencies’ fight against the drugs more effective and will develop 

international anti-drugs cooperation.”  

Africa needs investment and most significantly assistance from SCO 

member states in order to realize readjustment of economic structure, satisfy 

its need for basic infrastructure and promote more balanced development. 

This I would say require peace and stability. Drugs affect human 

development and all civilizations, in Africa our productive forces are 



regressed along with the long-awaited development of the continent. The 

domino effect in a globalized world is felt beyond the shores of the continent. 

We can trace this cooperation to at least 1907 when the Chinese and British 

met following what was referred to as Opium Wars. Two years later, the 

Shanghai Opium Commission sat with diplomats from all over the world as 

grappling with the opium trade and how to control the globalization thereof.  

These efforts culminated in the 1912 Hague International Opium Convention 

that produced the first known treaty of drug control.  

It is worth noting that even though the powers that be had only concentrated 

on opium, the then colonial power of South Africa, supported by Egypt 

contributed by having cannabis included in the list of these drugs. 

So the continent was asserting, even then, its place in the sun, as we are 

doing now. The continent was saying then that it is part and parcel of 

community of nations that want to fight the scourge of drugs and believes 

inter-continental partnerships are important. The continent is also saying the 

same now with this Russian Federation-AU partnership. 

Our partnership further affirms the commitment to the Single Convention on 

Narcotic Drugs, signed under United National auspices in 1961 and as 

amended in 1972 Protocol; it affirms the Convention on Psychotropic 

Substances of 1971 and the UN’s Convention on illicit traffic in Narcotic 

Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1998. It also affirms the realignment 

of international forces and the need to constantly find ways of enabling 

communities to confront abuse and illicit dealing in drugs. 

The UNODC[2]- United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime indicates that 

while maritime trafficking is not the most widely used mode of Smuggling 

Drugs, law and enforcement operations at sea have potentially the greatest 

impact as the average volumes of seizures is proportionally higher. In the 
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period 2009-2014, for instance, the average of each seizure by sea was 

365kg, while by land (road and rail) it was 107kg and by air 10kg.  

  

The 2015 World drug Report also notes a dynamic shift in the routes used for 

smuggling opiates, with Afghan heroin reaching new markets. Recent 

seizures suggest that it may have become more common for large shipments 

of Afghan heroin to be smuggled across the Indian Ocean into East and 

Southern Africa. West Africa continues to be a trans-shipment area for 

smuggling cocaine across the Atlantic into Europe, and Eastern Europe is 

emerging as a transit area and as a destination for this Drug  

Anthropologist Merril Singer[3] has identified the negative impact of drugs on 

developing societies. These are: 

 Productivity: Drugs result in injuries and health problems which 

reduce productivity. Research shows drug users have more accidents 

at work and are absent much more often. A critical factor is the spread 

of HIV/AIDS through drug use, which can deplete a workforce (see 

below).  

 Threat to youth –  Drugs present an acute danger and a waste of 

potential and productivity for the youth. It affects their development 

and limits employment alternatives.  

 Health - Different substances are associated with a range of harms, 

all of which can potentially add extra stresses to households and 

communities, especially where healthcare provision is lacking. It also 

unfairly burdens the fiscus and money that could be used for 

development is diverted. 

 Corruption and the breakdown of social institutions – Pablo 

Escobar a Colombian drug lord and leader of one of the most powerful 

criminal organizations ever assembled, infiltrated security & social 

institutions in the 20th Century where state officials and others were 

offered gifts and money in return for favours.  
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 His inhumane actions have seen Mexico degenerating into 

lawlessness. Singer says  drug-related corruption not only involves 

the bribing of government officials to turn a blind eye to drug-related 

activities or to actively aid them, but also involves ensnaring law 

enforcement officers to aid and abet trafficking.   

 Violence – The fight for turf is all too common including here in our 

backyard in the province of Western Cape where police daily have to 

deal with killings of gangs fighting for turf in the drug trade. 

Consumption of psychoactive substances including alcohol is often 

associated with volatility and violence that can destabilize regions, 

creating barren ground for economic and social development.  

Those who trade in drugs are killing our nations as they actively market 

these substances to our civilizations. Khat, cannabis and alcohol are inflicting 

untold damage to our young.  

Carrier and Klantsching, in their book Africa and the War on Drugs take in further: 

“The high rates of unemployment throughout the continent, from the Cape 

Flats to Dar es Salaam, also create fertile environments for the spread of 

drug use among marginalized youth, further damaging their prospects of 

employment… A whole range of health damage is associated with drug use 

in Africa, from the relatively minor (poor dental hygiene, for example) to the 

major (fatalities from overdose). Poor remuneration for police officers and 

other officials makes them very susceptible to bribes… this is especially 

associated with some countries on the continent where such infiltration of the 

state by traffickers generated the fear of becoming a ‘narco-state’”. 

The United Nations Secretary General’s “In Larger Freedom” report 

highlighted “that we will not enjoy development without security and we will 

not enjoy security without development.” 

Clearly we have our work cut out. No country is immune. Transnational 

organized crime, of which drug trafficking is but an integral part. Louise 



Shelley[4] of Columbia University argues that World Drug Problem, 

“undermines political structures, the world economy and social order of 

countries in which the international crime groups are based and operate… 

undermines civil society and human rights and the rule of law.”  

New drug routes have emerged with the development of Southern route, 

where South West Asian heroin is trafficked through East and Southern 

Africa to the lucrative European Union and other markets.   

It is now widely accepted that countries along these routes are encountering 

a rapid growth in the consumption of heroin and cocaine, undermining good 

governance, emerging as money laundering hubs, witnessing corruption and 

involvement of government officials at the highest level.   

South Africa’s official drug policy is the National Drug Master Plan (NDMP), 

which is designed to bring together government departments and other 

stakeholders to address the drug scourge.   

Russia-AU conference will indeed provide the African continent with 

necessary impetus to fight against the scourge of drug production and 

smuggling. 

  

Russian Federation vision is a shared common goal, it is in our best interest 

to align our strategic objectives with an experienced partner, in this 

conference we echo the words of his Excellence Russian Federation 

President that, “Our common priorities include planning and carrying out joint 

anti-drugs operations. Russia has quite a lot of experience in this area. For 

example through our cooperation with Kyrgyzstan over these last two years 

only (2011-2013), we have shut down 35 wholesale heroin supply channels”.  

Ladies, Gentlemen and Colleagues, this is a remarkable achievement; we 

are indeed reminded of historical ties between Africa and Russia. Our 

cooperation has always been very practical in South Africa ever since the 

African National Congress came to power in 1994. 
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The ANC had been receiving assistance – including military aid – from the 

USSR for more than forty years. In 1969 Umkhonto we Sizwe, the military 

wing of African National Congress was on the verge of debacle. Hundreds of 

its Soviet Union trained fighters were saved by evacuation to the USSR.  

Today, together with our African brothers and sisters we take our 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership beyond the routine bilateral 

interactions, we unite against our common foe and humanity’s worst enemy 

“The World Drug Problem”.  

Our human solidarity will be measured by the strength of our character, 

cooperation and ability to stymie the scourge and production and smuggling 

of drugs.  

I thank you. 

 


