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The Minister of Police, Honourable Nkosinathi Nhleko; 
Minister of Social Development Ms Bathabile Dlamini; 
Ministers from African States present here and their entourage; 
The Deputy Minister of Police, Ms Maggie Sotyu; 
The Acting National Commissioner of the South African Police 
Service, Lt Gen Phahlane; 
The Director of the Federal Drug Control Service of the Russian 
Federation, Mr Victor Ivanov and his delegation; 
All Dignitaries in our midst; 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 
All Protocol Observed 

 

GOOD MORNING 

  

South Africa, Africa, Russia and the world at large would be a 
better place if we did not have to worry about the scourge of 
illicit drugs that has threatened the safety and security of all 
people. 
 
The solutions to a drug-free world, the strategies to close all 
operational routes for drug dealers as well as the declarations 
to reach to the root cause of this fast growing illicit trade lie with 
all of us who are seated here. 
 
Just by saying the above statements I have already 
pronounced the purpose of this event. 



  
We are here today because we all share a common vision – to 
build a drug-free society for all people in our respective 
countries. 
 
 
We converged here today because we are all worried about the 
illegal drugs that have taken over the lives of many youths and 
elders alike. 
 
 
The Russia Africa Anti-Drug Dialogue has one aim which is to 
achieve a drug-free society.  
 
This could have easily been a bilateral between two countries, 
but the importance of the fight against drugs compelled all of us 
to join hands and commit ourselves into coming up with better 
and effective ways to bring the illicit drug trade down to its 
knees. 
 
 
The purpose of this conference is to find ways to put a stop to 
the illegal drug trade.  
 
Almost every country is affected by this scourge. 
 
 
As South Africa we have raised our hand and stood up in 
support of any mechanisms that can be used to save our 
people from illegal drugs. 
 
 
Here we adopt a firm zero-tolerance stance against drugs. 
 
South Africans have started to appreciate and enjoy the 
benefits the comprehensive anti-drug policies which pave a 
way for a drug-free environment. 



However, it is important that we DO NOT become complacent 
in this ongoing fight against drugs as the global drug situation 
remains challenging.   
  
Recently, we have seen growing calls from pro-drug lobbyists 
to decriminalise the use of drugs and even legalise certain 
drugs.  
 
Some countries in Europe and South America, as well as some 
states in the USA, have adopted such policies and are also 
encouraging others to do the same.  
  
Hence, the next global debate on drug policies at the United 
Nations General Assembly Special Session on the World Drug 
Problem (UNGASS) in April 2016 will mark an important 
crossroads in our fight against drugs. 
  
  
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
  

Globalization and a borderless world brings with it gigantic 
transnational capital flows and mass human migration where 
we suddenly find ourselves caught up in an unfamiliar world.  

  

The fast paced world, calls for quick solutions.  Globalization is 
what has brought us here today, because it is benefiting 
traditional crimes, such as drug-trafficking and using drug 
mules to commit drug offences.  

  

The free movement of goods and services in the borderless 
world provides opportunities for these rigorous criminals to 
advance their trade.  

  



Free movement of people on the other hand, have 
made money laundering, a relatively easy crime to gain millions 
at the expense of the real economy.  

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

  

As I look around this room, I see drug law enforcement 
professionals who have travelled here from all over Africa and 
Russia.  

 

The use of drug and drug trafficking stands in the way of a 
peaceful, secure, and healthy societies which we all strive for. 

   

Many in this room, like me, have devoted your professional 
careers to fight the manufacturing and trafficking of drugs.  

 

There is no higher calling than defeating drug traffickers that 
threaten international order, the rule of law, and undermine the 
health and welfare of our people. 

  

Each of our countries has unique needs and approaches 
to fighting drug trafficking.  Yet it is true for any country, that 
none of us can stand alone and succeed in this struggle. 

  

Drug crime knows no boundaries: it crosses oceans and 
borders using sophisticated global communications and 
financial networks that limit the effectiveness of any country 
that acts alone.  

  

 

 



And while there are many approaches to this problem, there 
are also common elements in each successful strategy, 
including effective, coordinated, and committed drug law 
enforcement. 

  

  

We are here today: to enhance the spirit of our collective 
professional partnerships; to learn from one another; and to 
build upon the great successes we have had together, even as 
the threat of drugs has grown. 

  

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

  

This is a call to action.  Those who came before us, realized as 
we do today, that drug trafficking follows the path of least 
resistance.   

 

It goes to where law enforcement is weak, and the rule of law is 
compromised. 

  

Our common enemies are agile, motivated, and capable. They 
are constantly adapting and shifting tactics, watching us, and 
assessing our every strength and weakness.  

  

When we are divided, disorganized, and disagree with one 
another, they break our laws with impunity, hurt our people 
without reproach, and undermine the safety and security of our 
nations without fear. 

  



We are here to turn that around, to strike fear into their hearts, 
enforce our laws, protect our people, and punish those who 
seek to do us harm. 

  

We will do so by ensuring these criminals have no safe havens. 
We will take away from them the things they value most: 
money, power, drugs, and ultimately, their freedom. 

  

On a final note, I would like to thank the organizers of 
the RUSSIA – AFRICA ANTI-DRUG DIALOGUE.  

 

Let us all participate fully with the goal of shutting down all 
illegal drug operations in mind. 

  

I THANK YOU 

 


