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Speech of Director of Federal Drug Control Service of Russia 

at the Second International Conference  

“Russian-African Anti-Drug Dialogue” 

9 March 2016, Durban, the Republic of South Africa  

  

Dear colleagues! 

First of all I would like to thank the leaders of the Republic of 

South Africa and of the African Union for their initiative in hosting this 

conference and for doing a lot of preparatory work, which has allowed 

this event to take place.  

We are getting together in this format for the second time already – 

the first conference “Russian-African Anti-Drug Dialogue” took place 

last year in July in Banjul, the Gambia.  

Our conference is of tremendous importance as it is being held on 

the eve of the UN General Assembly Special Session on the Global 

Drug Problem planned for April 19-22 this year. 

 The coming Special Session will see a large-scale discussion of the 

priority directions of the international anti-drug policy, so it is especially 

important for us today to formulate the key opinions of our countries. It 

will be expedient to present them jointly for the consideration of the 

Special Session.   

 In this connection I would like to express personal gratitude to 

those who took an active part in forming the consolidated stance which 

is presented in our today’s final document.  
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 In my speech I would like to express the position of the Russian 

Federation, which we are planning to present at the Special Session, for 

today’s discussion and building of a joint consolidated platform of the 

Russian Federation and the African states.  

SLIDE 1: TWO PANETARY CENTRES 

 

The primary source and reason for the current critical drug 

situation in the world are two geographical phenomena – two planetary, 

in their scale, centres of producing heroin and cocaine, which have 

acquired a really industrial character and are giving rise to transnational 

organized crime which has become a serious factor of political, financial 

and economic destabilization in the world.  

        Even by very conservative estimates, in the last two decades more 

than three million people died from Afghan opiates and Latin American 

cocaine, while the proceeds of over four trillion dollars were fed into the 

transnational crime networks. 

        Large-scale drug production and its subsequent trafficking to 

distant end-markets lead to a surge in different forms of violence, 
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especially in drug-trafficking regions, undermining their social and 

political stability. 

SLIDE 2: DRUG TRAFFICKING VIA AFRICA  

 

The African continent, for instance, has become a global transit 

zone for two main drug trafficking routes for heroin from Afghanistan 

and cocaine from Latin America. 

In essence, long-term large-scale drug production gives rise to 

transnational and transcontinental drug trafficking routes with volumes 

comparable to the GDP of some of these countries. This increases the 

violence in the transit counties and leads them de facto to a civil war. 

In other terms, drugs coming from the planetary centres play the 

role of geopolitical tools in neo-colonialism slavery. 

Drug trafficking routes stand behind the violence and terrorism 

used by the criminal organizations to fight against the legitimate 

authorities. Besides, they cause fierce competition for territory. Ideology 
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becomes quickly the basis for their activity and puts these newcomers 

close to terrorist organisations, especially when there is a media support 

from outer nations. 

Illegal drug trafficking undermining effect has a clear correlation 

with the problems in state governance and the countries’ economic 

performance. 

Extraterritorial waters of the Gulf of Aden and the Gulf of Guinea 

have become symbols of global instability and the scene of dominance 

of heavily armed drug traffickers operating in the sea and using high-

speed small vessels. However, media do not mention at all the drug 

aspect of their existence. Instead, they excessively highlight the few 

cases of pirate raids of drug traffickers. In other words, the drug-related 

essence of the problem is being covered up. However, it is absolutely 

clear that the fundamental basis of piracy in these gulfs is trafficking 

significant amounts of expensive drugs. 

For the last five years, drug trafficking has also been destabilizing 

the Arab states of North Africa. 

Estimated at 500 billion dollars a year, the annual revenues from 

drug trafficking act as a financial and organizational framework that 

generates a whole range of new influential players, which inevitably 

start competing with the state and transform the social and political 

situation according to their patterns. 
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Relying on the huge financial capacities of drug trafficking, these 

entities involve significant human resources in their activities and 

structure. Thus, they identify and ideologize their unity, acquiring the 

features of quasi-state entities. The examples of such evolution include 

Boko Haram, ISIL, and a number of others. 

Africa shows a most clear example of the destructive effects of 

drug trafficking on the local, regional, and global security. We can 

clearly see how harmful the situation is becoming, as the virtually 

unlimited funding allows drug cartels to reach a whole new level by 

actually becoming geopolitical entities. They develop their intelligence 

and counter-intelligence, rapid response forces, paramilitary units, and 

other services. It gives good reason to qualify them as quasi-state entities 

within sovereign nations, eroding the existing institutions of legitimate 

authority. 

Summing up, it is evident that large-scale industrial drug 

production, generating transnational drug corridors, destroys the 

international security architecture. Therefore, we need to raise 

significantly the drug problem status, putting it in line with the problems 

of terrorism, piracy, and nuclear non-proliferation in terms of scale and 

consequences. 

Drug production and global drug trafficking are a direct threat to 

national, regional, and international security. 
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It is a paradox that in the United Nations this problem is 

considered only as a humanitarian one within the context of social and 

economic questions in the competence of ECESOC, while the well-

known aspect of its destructive impact on international security is totally 

ignored, and, as a result, it is not considered by the UN Security 

Council. 

Consideration of this question by the Security Council will give 

unique politic and legal means to solve this problem. 

SLIDE 3: CONSIDERING THE DRUG PROBLEM IN THE UNO 

 

I would like to note that the African countries are particularly 

concerned by this problem and it’s been a long time that they suggest 

initiatives of considering it within the context of security. 
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The declaration of the Chairman of the UN Security Council of the 

8
th

 of December 2009 (representative of Burkina Faso) mentions 

“serious threats to the international security in different regions of the 

world, in particular in Africa, that are caused, in a number of cases, by 

illegal drug trafficking and related transnational organized crime”. 

In July 2010, the Chairman of the UN Security Council  

(Permanent Representative of Nigeria) mentioned in his declaration 

about the situation in Guinea Bissau that “members of the Security 

Council expressed their concern about the increase of illegal drug 

trafficking and organized crime which are a threat to the peace and 

security not only in Guinea Bissau, but in the whole sub-region.” 

The UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon stated in his declaration 

during the African Union Summit in January 2010 that “illegal drug 

trafficking is an increasing threat to the international peace and security 

in Africa”. 

In February 2010 the Chairman of the UN Security Council  

(representative of France) expressed his concern about the serious 

"threats to global peace and security posed by drug trafficking and other 

organized criminal activity" to international security in various regions 

of the world. 

         The 2011 statement of the Heads of States of the Collective 

Security Treaty Organization to the UN Security Council notes that "the 

spread of narcotic drugs from Afghanistan has attained levels that 

constitute a threat to peace and international security."  
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In December 2013 the Chairman of the UN Security Council 

President (representative of France) talked about "illegal drug trade and 

its implications for the peace and security of West Africa and the Sahel 

Region." 

        The Ufa Declaration, adopted at the 7th BRICS Summit in July 

2015, also expressed a serious concern about the global drug issue 

threatening the security of the international community. 

        In his report on security in the Sahel Region to the Security Council 

in November 2015 the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon noted that 

"trafficking, particularly in drugs... is a major threat to regional 

security." 

        Thus, the global drug issue has been discussed in the context of 

security threats at many international platforms, to a great extent owing 

to the efforts of African states. 

 

       Dear colleagues! 

 

      African countries, exposed to the aggression of transnational cartels, 

are profoundly aware of the impact of drug trafficking on the regional 

and global security, and have duly identified this issue as a threat to 

security.  

        We think that it's time to formulate a Pan-African stance on this 

problem under the auspices of the African Union, and potentially 

formalize it today, at this very conference, in our final document, in 

order to further mainstream this initiative in the political and legislative 
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dimensions in April, at the UN General Assembly's Special Session on 

the Global Drug Problem. 

 

        Thank you. 

 

 


